


A Little Child Shall Lead Them

Introduction:

   I.  "Children should be seen; not heard."
         A.  These were the words often spoken a couple of generations ago.
         B.  Obviously circumstances have changed greatly since that time.
 II.  Isaiah prophesied of a time in the kingdom when "a little child should
        lead" others.  Isa. 11:6.
III.  Friday evening Brother Hickman, at the Chestnut Lane Church in Franklin,
        said that the young men of the church had been instrumental in getting the
        singing scheduled and advertised.
        A.  This event reminded me of the passage in Isaiah.
        B.  In many ways the young have an influence on others.
 IV.  In December we studied a lesson on aging.
   V.  In that lesson there was emphasis on youth through a study of Eccl. 12, but
   	  in this lesson greater emphasis will be placed on the young.

Body:

   I.  Isaiah's prophecy was foretelling the character of those who would compose
       the Kingdom of God.  Isa. 11:6-9.
       A.  Those who have had dispositions like wolves, leopards, lions, bears and 
             snakes will be changed to have the character of the lamb, kid, calf and 
             child.
       B.  The hearts of men are changed by the gospel of Christ.  II Cor. 5:10.
	 1.  Much of the teaching of the New Testament is instruction in how to 
	      live this new life. 
	 2.  Many of us may still be working to eliminate the animal characteristics	
	       which motivated our lives before conversion to Christ. Col. 3:1-17.
       C.  Those who may have resisted the instructions of others will be led, as it were,
             by "a young child."

  II.  Jesus used little children to teach the disciples about the character of those to
        be in the kingdom.
        A.  We must become as little children in order to enter the kingdom. 
              Matt. 18:1-3; Mark 10:13-16.
              1.  This requires that we have an humble attitude, as a child, to do what we
                   are told to do.
        B.  Greatness comes to those who become humble as children.  Matt. 18:4;
              Mark 9:33-37.                
        C.  When one receives a little child, we receive Christ.  Matt. 18:5.
        D.  Punishment comes to those who cause children to stumble.  Matt. 18:6.
              1.  Dealing with children and those young in faith is a grave responsibility.

III.  We must understand and appreciate the responsibilities we have to our 
        children.
        A.  Parents must properly discipline them, and Children should obey . 
          	 Eph. 6:1-4; Col. 3:20-21.
        B.  Parents should not only teach their children to do right, but should expect
   	  them to live in harmony with the teaching.
	  1.  The modern practice of concluding that all children will drink alcohol
	       and have illicit sexual experiences has likely pushed many children
	       into these destructive behaviors.
	  2.  While working Friday I passed by the T-V that had been left on from the
	       morning news and observed a few minutes of Ricki Lake.  
	       a.  A fourteen-year-old girl was on who was pregnant with the child of a 
		25-year-old man.
		(1).  Her mother, who was sixteen when she conceived her own 
		        daughter, approved of the man who had committed sin and 
		        broken the law in the relationship with the daughter.
	        b.  The fourteen year old said she had begun her sexual intimacies at
		 the age of eleven.
		 (1).  She had only known the twenty-five-year-old man a week when
		         she committed immorality with him.
		 (2).  A parent who would approve this arrangement, has not expected
		         much or received much from her daughter.   	 
        C.  Let us expect something from our own children, and let us encourage the
	  good in all.
	  1.  At the risk of being bothersome to some of you, if a child has not 
    	       made the decision to be moral and avoid alcohol and other drugs 
	       by the time she or he is about 9 or 10, there is a greater likelihood that
	       these destructive behaviors will be practiced. 
	  2.  Help your children, and the children of others, make the right decisions
   	       while they are young.  
  	  3.  Develop the spiritual interest they have while they are young.
	       II Tim. 1:3-6; 3:13-15.
              4.  Truly the words of The Preacher are appropriate.  Eccl. 12:1, 2, 13, 14.
	  5.  Let us help children make the right decisions.
	       a.  Janice and I are trying, through having meetings in our home, to help
		accomplish this good work.
	       b.  Others of you are doing the same.
	       c.  Let us all join in the effort to reach youth as well as those older 
	            with truth.

Conclusion:
   I.  Young people, you can have a good life in Christ! 
  II.  If you are not a Christian, become one today.
III.  If you need to correct your life as a Christian, do that.
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