



Covetousness:  It Keeps One From Heaven

Introduction

I. 	Have you ever been where someone has bowed down to an idol of wood, stone or metal?
A. 	The probability is that none of us has seen this.
B. 	On one occasion I visited with a friend who told me that some ceramic figures on a table were his gods, but he did not worship before them while I was present.
II. 	Without bowing before a physical idol, we may still be guilty of idolatry.
A. 	In Col. 3:5, we are urged to “Put to death” our “members which are upon the earth,” including “covetousness, which is idolatry.”
B. 	As God was preparing to destroy Jerusalem, He said that all the people were guilty of covetousness.  Jer. 6:13.
C. 	Just as Jerusalem was filled with those who were covetous and thus causing God to destroy it, so many today are guilty of this same sin.
III. 	Covetousness relates to desiring something which another has and is synonymous with greediness. 
IV. 	In this lesson we shall consider the nature of covetousness and how we should avoid it.

Body

I. 	We must not draw false conclusions about covetousness.
        A.  Covetousness is not just being rich.
1. 	Being wealthy does not necessarily make one to be covetous.
2. 	Abraham, Job and others of the Old Testament period were very wealthy, but there is no evidence that they were covetous.
a. 	Abraham showed the opposite of a covetous mind as he was willing for Lot to make the choice of the land for his cattle.  Gen. 13:8-9.
b. 	Job had great riches, but he is described as being “perfect and upright, and one that feared God, and turned away from evil.”         Job 1:1.
3. 	In fact, the poor may readily be guilty of covetousness.  Prov. 21:25-26.                              
B. 	Those who are rich are admonished to have the correct attitude about riches and to use them properly, but being rich does not necessarily make one to be covetous.  I Tim. 6:17-19; Matt. 6:19-21.

II. 	The Scriptures warn us about covetousness.
A. 	Covetousness is defined by Thayer as practiced by “one eager to have more, especially what belongs to others.”
B. 	The “love of money” could be the beginning of covetousness.  I Tim. 6:6-10. 
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       C.  Covetousness is sin and thus should not be treated lightly.
1. 	Covetousness is associated with other gross sins.  Eph. 5:3-6.
a. 	The covetous is an idolater
b. 	The covetous has no inheritance in God’s kingdom.
c. 	The covetous will receive the wrath of God.
2. 	Covetousness defiles a man.  Mark 7:20-23.
3. 	The covetous are not to be fellowshipped by Christians.  I Cor 5:9-11.
D. 	Jesus taught against covetousness.  Luke 12:13-21.
1. 	The rich man focused all of his attentions upon himself.
             2.   He was a lover of self rather than a lover of God.  II Tim. 3:1-5.
3. 	Those who are covetous may fail to meet their family responsibilities because they are too interested in self.
E. 	Covetousness controls or enslaves man.  Eccl. 5:10-12; Rom. 8:5-8.
F. 	Covetousness can prevent our giving to the Lord’s work as we should.           II Cor. 9:6-7.

Conclusion

I. 	We should remember that “godliness with contentment is great gain.”                    I Tim. 6:6-8.
II. 	Covetousness will keep us from heaven.
III. 	Remember that our lives don’t consist of what we possess.  Luke 12:15.
IV. 	Let us give our lives and possessions in the service of God that we may have eternal life when this life is over.
V. 	If you have not obeyed the gospel, do so today.
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