



Covetousness:  A Sin Of All Ages
					
Introduction

I. 	In both the Old and New Testaments God gave teaching against coveting that which is another’s.
II. 	The word, covet, is defined as:  “to desire ardently (especially, something that another person has).”
III. 	The sin of coveting is so repulsive to God that it is identified as idolatry.  Col. 3:5.
IV. 	In both Old and New Testaments there were those who were faithful to God who were rich and others who were poor.
A. 	No one, whether rich or poor, was to covet that which belonged to another.
B. 	Since the sin is discussed in the Bible, we should guard against it.
V.  Let us study this topic so as to eliminate it from our lives.     

Body

I.   “Thou shalt not covet” was one of the ten commandments.  Ex. 20:17; Deut. 5:21. 
A. 	Since various possessions are listed, it is apparent that one can covet anything that belongs to another.
B. 	If one should covet, he might violate some of the other commandments to achieve the desire.  Ex. 20:12-16.
C. 	The Lord abhors the covetous person.  Psalm 10:3 (KJV).
D. 	Rulers who hate covetousness will prosper.  Proverbs 28:16.
E. 	One of the reasons for Judah’s being taken captive was the covetousness of the people and of their leaders.  Jer. 6:12-13; Ezek. 33:30-33 (KJV).
F. 	This people continued to covet after their return to their land.  Micah 2:1-3.
  
II. Covetousness is condemned in the New Testament, also. 
A. 	Jesus warned the Jews of this sin.  Luke 12:13-21.
B. 	Covetousness is listed with other destructive sins.  Eph. 5:3-14.
C. 	Covetousness is equated with idolatry.  Col. 3:1-11.
 
Conclusion

I. 	We must avoid coveting that which is another’s.
II. 	We must learn to be content with what we have.  I Tim. 6:6-10.
III. 	We must use what we have for the benefit of others.  I Tim. 6:17-19.
IV. 	Let us all use our lives in God’s service.
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