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Jericho’s Mighty Walls Fall Down

Introduction

I. 	Walls are built for several purposes.
A. 	They may simply be built to keep people separated from 
	     others.
B. 	The Berlin wall and the walls of Jericho are examples.
1. 	Each of these walls fell, ceasing to accomplish their purpose .
2. 	Both walls fell without the use of an equipped army.
II. 	Let us consider the background and fall of the walls of Jericho.	     	
Body
I. 	Jericho was the first of the walled cities which the Israelites faced as they entered Canaan.
A. 	Jericho was probably several hundred years old at this time.
B. 	Archaeologists in the 1930’s and 1950’s found evidence of walls that were destroyed at about the time of Joshua.
C. 	The city was probably very small, but would have been the place of protection for those who lived there.
1. 	The walls may have been six to twelve feet thick and thirty 	     feet tall.
2. 	The residents would have felt that they were well protected within the walls of Jericho.

II. 	Israel refused to enter Canaan soon after being delivered from Egyptian bondage.  Numbers 13:1-14:45.
A. 	At Kadesh twelve spies were sent out.  13:1-24.
B. 	The spies found a land “flowing with milk and honey,” but with fearful inhabitants.  13:25-29.
C. 	Caleb and Joshua, two of the spies, said they could take the land, but the people wanted to stone them for their words. 13:30-14:10.
D. 	God intervenes and says that all who were over twenty years old would die in the wilderness, the spies with the evil report died of a plague, and only Joshua and Caleb remained.  14:11-38.
E. 	The people then tried to go up into Canaan anyway, but were defeated because God was not with them.  14:39-45.
F. 	The Hebrew writer warns against unbelief which prevented the Jews from entering Canaan.  Heb. 3:12-19.

III. 	Joshua prepares to lead the people into Canaan.  Joshua 1:1-5:15.   
A. 	God promises to be with Joshua.  1:1-9.
B. 	The people are encouraged by Joshua and agree to follow him as they had followed Moses.  1:10-18.
C. 	Two spies are sent to Jericho and are protected by Rahab.  2:1-24.
1. 	Rahab hides the spies on the roof.  2:1-7.
2. 	She, along with others in Jericho, had known of Jehovah’s plan to give Canaan to Israel.  2:8-11.
3. 	She asked the spies to “deal kindly” with her father’s house, and they agreed.  2:12-14.
4. 	Rahab helps the spies escape through a window of her house which was over the wall.  2:15-21.
5. 	The spies hide in the mountain three days and then return to Joshua with a good report.  2:22-24.
D. 	Joshua leads the people across the Jordan, which was in flood stage, on dry ground and twelve stones were set up as a memorial .  3:1-4:24.
E. 	The men are circumcised, they keep the passover, and the heavenly being appears to encourage Joshua.  5:1-15.
	 
IV. 	Jericho is taken and Rahab is saved.  Joshua 6:1-27.
A. 	God gives the city to Joshua.  6:1-2.
B. 	The city was not an unconditional gift, so the Lord required the people to march around the city for seven days.  6:3-21
1. 	The city was devoted to God and was to be destroyed with the exception of Rahab’s house.  6:17.
2. 	The gold and vessels were to be put in the treasury of Jehovah, and warning is made against taking any of the devoted things for personal use.  6:18-19
3. 	The people march as directed and the walls fall down.  6:20-21.
C. 	The two spies delivered Rahab’s family.  6:22-25.
D. 	Joshua warns against rebuilding the city.  6:26-27.                    (I Ks.16:34).

Conclusion
I. 	The city of Jericho was a “gift” to Joshua who received it “by faith” after he had compassed it for seven days.  Heb. 11:30.
 II.  Rahab was saved “by faith” when she received the spies in peace.  	  Heb. 11:31; Joshua 2:9; (Acts 10:34-35; II Pet. 3:9).
	  1.	Rahab and her family were permitted to dwell with Israel 	  	      because of what she had done.  Joshua 6:23-25.
	  2. Rahab became the great-grandmother of David and was in the 		      lineage of Jesus.  Matt. 1:5ff.
III. 	The memorial of the stones reminds us of the memorial of the   	      	 Lord’s Supper.  Joshua 4:4-7; Matt. 26:26-28; I Cor. 11:17ff.
IV. 	 Achan’s taking of the devoted things warns us against disobeying  	the commands of God.  Joshua 7:1-26.
V. 	   We must walk by faith, obeying the teaching of God.  Eph. 2:8- 	10; Heb. 5:9.
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