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Rejoice, Weep—With Them 

Introduction
I. 	As a fourteen-year-old child, having experienced the events of World War II, I sometimes wondered if I could cry.
A. 	For several years I had tried to avoid crying as my brothers left home for
		work and then to join the Army Air Force.
B. 	When the message came that my elder brother had been lost in an airplane flight from Miami back to his home base at Lake Charles, Louisiana, I learned that I could cry.
C. 	Some have great difficulty showing their feelings, and thus some do not
	weep and some do not rejoice.
1. 	When an older friend’s twin brother died, he said, “I didn’t shed a tear, but I hurt just as badly as others did.
	2.	But it may be harder for some to rejoice than it is for them to 				weep.
 II.	The scriptures teach us:  “Rejoice with them that rejoice; weep with them that
	weep.”  Rom. 12:15.
III. 	Will you give your attention to the scriptures as we consider the teaching on
	rejoicing and weeping?

Body

I. 	We must “weep with those who weep.”
A. 	We weep with those who are sick or  with those who have lost loved ones.
1. 	Our hearts should be touched to learn that another is suffering or grieving because of the loss of a loved one.  Luke 8:49-52;               John 11:17-36; 20:11-18.
a. 	Tears were in my eyes as I looked at our Josiah while he was in the hospital recently.
b. 	You can, no doubt, remember your feelings when others were very sick.
2.	Tears shed upon seeing the suffering of another may speak more 	loudly and more eloquently than any words we can say.
3. 	People want to know that we care.  Eph. 4:31, 32.
B. 	We may weep with those who are discouraged.  Gal. 6:1, 2.
C. 	We weep for those who are lost.  Rom. 10:1-3.
1. 	The teaching of the prodigal son illustrates the great concern of the
			Father for the lost.  (Luke 15:22-32).
			a.	We will read the full account of the prodigal later in our lesson.
2. 	Do we have the same anxiety over the lost as was apparent in the
	teaching of the prodigal?
3.	Paul wept upon thinking of false teachers.  Phil. 3:17-19.

 II.	We must “rejoice with those who rejoice.”
A. 	We should rejoice with those who have been blessed materially.
		Luke 15:3-10.
1. 	Envying is the opposite of rejoicing.
2. 	We are warned against envy.  
a. 	The Jews delivered up Jesus because of envy.  Matt. 27:19.
b. 	Envy is listed with other gross sins.  Rom. 1:29; Gal. 5:26.
c. 	We must lay envy aside. I Peter 2:1.
d. 	We must be careful not to envy, but we must also be careful to rejoice.




3. 	When someone has overcome a serious disease, we should rejoice
with them.  Acts 9:36-42.
4. 	We should rejoice when others have  gained material things such as a new car or house.  (Luke 15:6, 9).
5. 	We should rejoice to see preachers supported in their work. 
			 Phil. 4:10.
B. 	We rejoice with those who have come to the truth.  Acts 8:39;
		II John 4; III John 3; Luke 15:11-32.
1. 	The elder brother stands under condemnation because he was
	envious and could not rejoice with his father.  Luke 15:22-32.
2. 	When one leaves sin, we should recognize that a soul has been
			saved from death, and we should rejoice.  James 5:19, 20.
	C.	We are taught to “rejoice always.”  Phil. 4:4-7; I Thess. 5:16.
	  
Conclusion
I. 	Be tender and compassionate so that you can truly weep with them who weep.
II. 	Be equally able to rejoice with them who rejoice.
III. 	 Obey the Lord’s teaching so that you can join with God’s children in His 	service.
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