
"Rock" in the New Testament
 
Introduction
    I.  Yesterday several of us went on a rock hunting adventure.
        A.  We went to Grundy Lakes State Park and looked along the road for slate
	  which contained imprints of plants.
        B.  Park Ranger Hedgepeth told us where to look and then later found us 	      	  giving us a piece of limestone which contained fossils of sea creatures.
  II.  It wasn't long until we were finding many fossil imprints in the slate rocks.
 III.  This experience caused me to think about the term "rock" as it is used in the
        Bible.
        A.  The Old Testament has many passages about rock.
        B.  Some of them are capitalized, indicating that God, the Father, was a Rock
	  to Israel.  Deut. 32.
  	  1.  A study of this passage would be worthy of our time.
	  2.  This is Moses' song which he delivered to Israel just before he died.
	  3.  Note especially Deut. 32:4, 13, 15, 18, 30, 31.   
  IV.  We will not follow the many thoughts of "rock" in the Old Testament, but will
         consider its usage in the New Testament.

Body	

    I.  Jesus taught that we should build our spiritual houses or lives on rock.
        Matt. 7:24-27.
        A.  Jesus gave the bases for the planning of our lives in the sermon on the 
	  mount and in other places.  Matt. 7:24.
	  1.  God commanded that Jesus should be heard.  Matt. 17:5.
	  2.  To hear those Jesus sent, is to hear Jesus.  Luke 10:16.
	  3.  God speaks to us through Jesus.  Heb. 1:1-4; 2:1-4.
        B.  When we hear and obey, we build on a firm foundation; to fail to do so is
	  to build a spiritual house that will fall. Matt. 7:24-27.

  II.  Jesus built His church on a firm foundation or rock.  Matt. 16:17, 18.
        A.  The church was built upon the fact that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.
	  Matt. 16:16.  
	  1.  If Jesus had not been the Christ, God's Son, that which He built would
	       have been insignificant.
	  2.  Jesus was approved of God by what He did.  Acts 2:22-24, 36.
	  3.  As promised, the gates of Hades could not hold Jesus to keep Him from
	       building His church.
	  4.  He arose from the dead and seven weeks later sent the Holy Spirit so 
	       that the church could be established with power.  Mark 9:1; 
	       Lk. 24:46-48; Acts 1:6-8, 12; 2:1-4, 47.
        B.  The church was a part of God's eternal purpose for Christ. Eph. 3:8-12.
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 III.  Be careful how you build on the rock.
        A.  The foundation must truly be on the rock.
    	  1.  We must hear and do what Jesus taught.
	  2.  If the foundation is on the sand, our spiritual house will fall.
        B.  We must be aware, however, that our hearts should be like rich good
  	  soil and not like shallow soil on rock.  Luke 8:4-15 (Matt. 13:1-23;
	  Mark 4:1-20).
        C.  Many will be lost because they do not put their trust in Jesus.  
	  Rom. 9:30-33; I Cor. 10:1-12.



Conclusion

   I.  Jesus warned about calling Him Lord, but not doing what He said.  
        Luke 6:46-49.
  II.  Build upon Jesus as your Rock by believing and obeying His teaching.
III.  He will add you to His church.
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