


Safe and Saved

Introduction

I. 	I have been interested in being “safe” and in being “saved” for many years.
II. 	I have tried to be safe in the activities I engage in and encourage others to do the same.  
A. 	Driving is certainly an area that needs much consideration.
1. 	Research just recently published on television indicates that about half of all drivers are aggressive as evidenced by speeding, tail-gating, swerving in and out of traffic and with angry comments and signs.
2. 	It is interesting that the report said men tend to slow down as they get older, but that women do not do so.
3. 	A recent report in the Reader’s Digest indicates that 35 sixteen year olds are killed as drivers for a given number of drivers, with 25 killed in the age of 17-25 and 11 are killed for older drivers.
4. 	Several years ago I noted that the National Safety Council had said that it takes about 50,000 miles for a driver to become reasonably skilled.
5. 	California is changing the law, limiting teen-agers from driving at night without a parent being with them.
6. 	The June Reader’s Digest reports that 6,300 teen-agers were killed last year, more than from AIDS, drugs, homicide and suicide.  
B. 	Surely, consideration should be made by parents to encourage safety when our children drive.
C. 	Of course safety should be practiced in all areas of our lives.
II. 	Even more attention should be given to encouraging our children to be saved from sin.
A. 	Children are not sinners when they are born, but with time, as they learn and become more aware of right and wrong, they do sin.  Rom. 3:23.
B. 	The awareness of such sin varies with the perceptions of the child and with the instruction which they have received.
III. 	In the lesson today we will consider the condition of being safe and the need to be saved.

Body

I. 	Babies and young children are safe.
A. 	Jesus said that we must become like children to enter the kingdom of heaven.  Matt. 18:1-6.
B. 	Paul taught that he (thus we) was free from sin at one time in his life, but with the commandment (and his breaking of the commandment) he sinned.         Rom. 7:7-25.
1. 	All of us go through this process.
2. 	We are at first innocent.
3. 	As we age mentally we become aware of right and wrong conduct, and, with time choose the wrong and thus sin.
4. 	Prior to this point in the life of each person we are safe and don’t need to be saved, for there is no sin.
5. 	When sin becomes alive we die (Is. 59:1-2) and are in need of salvation.
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II.  Sinners are in need of salvation.
A. 	Sin is common to man once he reaches the mental development to recognize sin.  Rom. 3:9, 21-26 (7:9); Eph. 2:1-3.
B. 	God loved us enough to give His Son.  John 3:16-21.
C. 	God’s Son, Jesus, loved us enough to come to the earth to die for man.          Phil. 2:5-8; John 10:14-18.
D. 	Through His obedience even to death, Jesus became perfect and the author or provider of our salvation.  Heb. 5:7-9.
E. 	Jesus has taught us to obey his will in order to be saved.  Luke 6:46; Matt. 7:21-23; Matt. 28:18-20; Mark 16:15-16.

Conclusion

I. 	We are safe when we are born into the world. 
II. 	Sin comes when we choose to do wrong after we have developed sufficiently to be aware that we are doing wrong.
III. 	Sin must be forgiven if we are to be saved.  Acts 2:38; 3:19; 22:16.
IV. 	If you recognize that you are a sinner and that you are outside of Christ and thus not saved, we plead with you to obey the Lord this morning!
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