


Sheep Without a Shepherd

Introduction

I.     Perhaps I have never fully explored the depth of meaning in Jesus’ statement in 
       Mark 6:34 until I sat teaching eight young Christians in Kaunas, Lithuania.
       A.  When the apostles had returned from a limited commission, reporting to 
	 Jesus, He and the apostles separated from the people into a desert place,
	 but the people saw where they were going and beat them there.  
             Mark 6:30-34.
	 1.  Jesus “had compassion on them, because they were as sheep without a
	      shepherd:  and he began to teach them many things.”  Mark 6:34.
	 2.  Just as in Jesus’ day, the world is filled with “sheep which have no 
	      shepherd,” and we need to teach them.
       B.  As I sat teaching, with the interpreter conveying my thoughts to the small 	  	 group, I felt sincere compassion for them, for they appeared to be sincere
	 and wanting to learn, thus they need the shepherd to teach them.
	 1.  I would like to stir up your minds and hearts to have the same emotions I
	      had as I taught the Lithuanians.
             2.  You can surely not help but respond to the need to teach others once
                  you feel sincere compassion for their “being sheep without a shepherd.”
       C.  We should all develop the compassion of Christ when we see those who are
	 hungering for righteousness, but who have no or too little teaching.
II.   I shall seek to improve your understanding of what Jesus meant, and I shall seek
       to inspire you to become a shepherd of lost and weak sheep.

Body

I.   Shepherds, in the spiritual sense, are those who care for the sheep.
     A.  Jehovah severely rebukes and condemns the shepherds of Israel because they 
           served themselves and not the people.  Ezek. 34:1-31.
           1.  They fed themselves, and not the sheep and did not care for their needs.
                Vss. 1-4.
           2.  The sheep were scattered and destroyed.  Vss. 5-6.
           3.  God was against the shepherds, and the sheep, whom God delivered, would   
	    be required of their hands.  Vss. 7-10.
           4.  He would search for his sheep and would bring them back, heal and feed 
	    them.  Vss. 11-16.
           5.  God would judge between the fat and lean sheep and would set up His own
	    shepherd over them.  Vss. 17-24; Heb. 13:20-21.
           6.  God would be their God and the people would be His sheep.  Vss. 25-31.
           7.  It is apparent that Ezekiel is prophesying of the time when Christ would 	 
   	    come.
     B.  Through Amos, God declared that the shepherds would mourn because of the
           destruction that would come to Israel.   
           1.  The very best would wither away.  Amos 1:2.
           2.  As God punished the neighbors of Israel, so would he punish Israel.
	    Amos 3:1-15.
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II. Jesus had compassion on lost men because they were “as sheep which have no
     Shepherd,” and He expects us to have the same compassion.  Mark 6:30-34.
     A.  Jesus was, Himself, the good shepherd.  John 10:1-18.
     B.  He sent the apostles out to heal the lost sheep.  Matt. 9:35-10:42.
     C.  He wants us to carry the same message to the lost sheep.  Matt. 28:18-20;
           Rom. 1:1-17; II Tim. 2:1-7; 4:1-4; Gal. 1:6-8; II John 9-11.
	
Conclusion

I.   God sees people as sheep needing a shepherd.
II. He punishes the unfaithful shepherds.
III.He will provide for His sheep, but He expects us to follow the example of Jesus,
      the Good Shepherd, so as to lead men [the sheep] to Christ.
IV.Are you compassionate enough to be willing to help save lost sheep?
V. Are you ready to be a part of God’s fold so that you may successfully lead the 
     lost sheep to Christ?
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