



The Church Jesus Built

Introduction

I. 	We could all wish that there had been no religious division in the world, but we know that is not the case.
  II.   Jesus came to the earth to build His church.  Matt. 16:18.
A. 	He did not come to build the denominational systems that are so evident today.
B. 	He died for His church and thus He purchased it with His own blood.       Acts 20:28.
III. 		The church Jesus built is His body and consists of saved persons.                             	Eph. 1:22-23; 5:23; Acts 2:47.
IV. 		The Lord’s church does not consist of denominations or even of local churches.
A. 	These concepts are from men and are not included in God’s revelation.
B. 	Saved people in a given locality are members of the body of Christ meeting in that area.  I Cor. 1:1-2; Phil. 1:1; Rev. 2 and 3.
V. 	Local churches obviously exist, but there is no organic relationship between or among the local churches.
A. 	Each is to do its own work.
B. 	It is to do its work through the local church and has no authority to subsidize institutions organized by men.
 VI.  Let us consider some of the Bible teaching about local churches.

Body

I. 	Each local church answers to Christ.  Rev. 2 and 3.
A. 	No other church has the right or authority to tell another church what it should do.
B. 	Christ alone has this authority and He alone has the authority to remove a church from its place.  Rev. 2:5.
C. 	He is the only one who can remove the “names” of those who are in the church from among the faithful.  Rev. 3:1-5.
1. 	Even in this case the name that is removed is from the list of the faithful in heaven in the book of life.
2. 	We must, then, recognize that we must answer to Christ rather than to those who are upon the earth.  Luke 6:46.
3. 	Christians are to withdraw from the disorderly and mark and avoid those causing division, but only Christ can “blot out” ones name.  Rom. 16:17-18; I Cor. 5:1-8; II Thess. 3:11-15.
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II. 	Some works are not the work of the church.
A. 	The work of the church is not entertainment or recreation.
1. 	These activities began among denominations many years ago.
2. 	The Lord’s churches must not become involved in them.
B. 	The work of the local church is not to subsidize organizations built by men to do social work.
1. 	Again, these human organizations were begun among denominations in the name of “good works.”
2. 	Even though they may be good works in the view of their founders, there is no authority for a local church to support them.
C. 	Local churches have no authority to combine their funds to do a work larger than a single church can do by its own funding.

III.  The work of the church is evangelism, edification and benevolence to saints.  
        A.  The church is to support the preaching of the gospel.  I Tim. 3:15.
1. 	The church at Philippi supported Paul in doing this work.  Phil. 4:10-19.
2. 	Paul taught the Corinthian church that those who preached the gospel were to be supported in their work.  I Cor. 9:3-18.
B. 	The church is to edify or build itself up.  Eph. 4:11-16; Col. 3:16-17.
C. 	The church is to provide for the physical needs of saints locally or in other places.  Acts 2:44-45; 4:34-37; 5:1-11; 6:1-6; 11:27-30; I Cor. 16:1-2; II Cor. 8 and 9; Rom. 15:26-26.

 Conclusion

I. 	The church at Compton Road is truly independent of all other churches of Christ.
   II.   We are to do our own work as we follow the teaching of the New Testament.
III. 		Our work is not recreation, entertainment or the subsidizing of institutions of 	men.
IV. 	  We must do the work of evangelism, edification and assistance to needy saints 	as we have the ability and opportunity.
V. 	If you are not a part of this local church because you have not obeyed the gospel, we encourage you to do so.
A. 	Put your faith in Christ, repent of your sins and be baptized into Christ for the remission of sins.  John 8:24; Heb. 11:6; Mark 16:15-16; Acts 2:38.
B. 	Live faithful unto death to receive a crown of righteousness.  Rev. 2:10.

Prepared by:
   David Arnold
   November 9, 1997

