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The Purpose and Action of Baptism
A Lesson to Teach to Others

Introduction
I.	The first two lessons in this series were:  “What Must I Do to be Saved?” and “The Church in God’s Eternal Purpose.”
II.	Since the denominational world misunderstands baptism, and since baptism is a requirement of salvation, we shall consider it further today.
III.	This is also a lesson that you can readily learn, and you can then teach it to others.
IV.	We shall first consider the action of baptism and secondly the purpose of baptism.

Body
I.	The action involved in baptism is an immersion in water.
A. 	The word “baptism” is a transliteration of the Greek word, “baptizo” (pronounced bap-tid-zo).
1. 	See the definition of this word from Strong’s and Thayer’s lexicons at the end of this lesson.
2. 	The concept of dipping and completely covering is the basic meaning of the word as it is used in the New Testament.
3. 	The scholars who transliterated, rather than translating, the term in 1611 did so because of the practice of the church of England at that time.
4. 	Later versions of the scriptures have followed this lack of translation. 
B. 	The action of baptism is perceived as a burial in water, based on the context.
1. 	The figure of “death, burial and resurrection” is used in Rom. 6:3-4; (Col. 2:11-12).
2. 	One dies to the practice of sin and is dead in sin, he is buried in baptism and rises to walk a new life; just as Jesus died, was buried and raised to walk a new life.
C. 	The example of the Ethiopian’s baptism makes clear the action (sometimes called “mode”) was immersion in water.             
1. 	Philip preached Christ to the Ethiopian.  Acts 8:26-35.
2. 	They came to water.  Acts 8:36.
3. 	The Ethiopian had learned of the necessity of baptism and asked what hindered his being baptized.  Acts 8:36.
4. 	Philip indicated that nothing hindered his being baptized if he believed with all of his heart.  Acts 8:37.
5. 	The Ethiopian confessed his faith in Jesus as the Son of God.  Acts 8:37.
6. 	The chariot was stopped, they went down into the water, Philip baptized the Ethiopian, and they came up out of the water.  Acts 8:38-39.
7. 	Immersion would require these actions, but a sprinkling of water would not require such.


D. 	The element of baptism is water.
1. 	John baptized at Aenon because there was much water there.  John 3:23.
2. 	Peter raised the question, “Can any man forbid the water, that these should not be baptized, who have received the Holy Spirit as well as we?”  Acts 10:47.
3. 	Peter had been given the keys to the kingdom of heaven (Matt. 16:18-19) and he was commanded to go into all the world, make disciples and baptize them.  Matt. 28:19-20.
4. 	Peter was carrying out this charge when he raised the question above.
E. 	Baptism is then an immersion in water.
1. 	Some denominationalists say, “Oh, I believe that one should be baptized, but it is baptism in the Holy Spirit.”
2. 	The above study should correct this erroneous understanding in an honest student.

II. 	The purpose of baptism is the remission of sins.
A. 	Jesus told the apostles to go into all the world teaching and baptizing them.  Matt. 28:19-20.
1. 	Those who believed and were baptized would be saved.  Mark 16:15-16.
2. 	Those refusing to believe would surely not be baptized and were lost.  Mark. 16:16.
B. 	Peter, who had the keys of the kingdom of heaven, answered the question, “What must we do?” by saying, “Repent ye, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ unto the remission of your sins; and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” Acts 2:38.
1. 	These people had heard Peter preach Christ.  Acts 2:14-36.
a. 	Peter had preached that they were guilty of crucifying Jesus.  Acts 2:23, 36.
b. 	They were touched in their hearts.  Acts 2:37.
c. 	They asked what they must do.  Acts 2:37.
2. 	As believers, they were commanded to repent and be baptized unto the remission of sins.  Acts 2:38.
3. 	Peter exhorted them to save themselves.  Acts 2:40.
4. 	Those who readily accepted this teaching were baptized, being about three thousand souls.  Acts 2:41.
		5.	They were added to the number of the apostles and other 				brethren.  Acts 2:41, 47.
C. 	Ananias was sent to Paul to tell him what he must do.
1. 	Paul had seen the Lord and was told to go into the city where he would be told what he was to do.  Acts 9:6.
2. 	Paul was praying and fasting for three days.  Acts 9:9-11.
3. 	Ananias told the believing, penitent Paul, “And now why tarriest thou? Arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on his name.”  Acts 22:16.
a. 	Baptism washes away the sins of penitent believers.
D. 	Peter wrote that baptism saves.  I Pet. 3:21.
a. 	Baptism saves sinners when it is done in obedience to God.
			(1).	Salvation is the answer of a good conscience to God.
			(2).	God says do it to be freed from sin, and when one does 					so he has a good conscience.
			(3).	Baptism saves because of the shedding of Jesus’ blood 					and through His resurrection.	 
b. 	Water saved Noah and his house when the flood destroyed the world.  
c. 	Baptism saves those who obey God, just as water saved Noah when he obeyed God in building the ark.

Conclusion
I.	This, third lesson in this series is a simple lesson which you can learn.
II.	You can teach this lesson to others.
III.	Baptism of penitent believers is to save, unto the remission of sins or to wash away sins.
IV.	If you have never obeyed the Lord by being baptized as a penitent believer, you should do this today.
V.	Obey the Lord, and find someone to teach today! 
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From Strong
907  baptizo (bap-tid'-zo);

from a derivative of 911; to immerse, submerge; to make overwhelmed (i.e. fully wet); used only (in the N. T.) of ceremonial ablution, especially (technically) of the ordinance of Christian baptism: 

KJV-- Baptist, baptize, wash.

From Thayer
907  baptizo-

1) to dip repeatedly, to immerse, to submerge (used of vessels sunk) 
2) to cleanse by dipping or submerging, to wash, to make clean with water, to wash oneself, to bathe 
3) to overwhelm Not to be confused with 0911, bapto. The clearest example that shows 
the meaning of baptizo is a text from the Greek poet and physician Nicander, who lived about 200 B. C. It is a recipe for making pickles and is helpful because it uses both words. Nicander says that in order to make a pickle, the vegetable should first be `dipped' (bapto) into boiling water and then `baptized' (baptizo) in the vinegar solution. Both verbs concern the immersing of vegetables in a solution. But the first is temporary. The second, the act of baptizing the vegetable, produces a permanent change. 
When used in the New Testament, this word more often refers to our 
union and identification with Christ than to our water baptism. For example, Mark 16:16. `He that believes and is baptized shall be saved'. Christ is saying that mere intellectual assent is not enough. There must be a union with him, a real change, like the vegetable to the pickle! 
--Bible Study Magazine, James Montgomery Boice (May, 1989).

From Strong
911  bapto (bap'-to);

a primary verb; to overwhelm, i.e. cover wholly with a fluid; in the N. T. only in a qualified or specially, sense, i.e. (literally) to moisten (a part of one's person), or (by implication) to stain (as with dye): 

KJV-- dip.

From Thayer
911  bapto-

1) to dip, to dip in, to immerse 
2) to dip into dye, to dye, to color 
Not to be confused with 0907, baptizo. The clearest example that shows the meaning of baptizo is a text from the Greek poet and physician Nicander, who lived about 200 B. C. It is a recipe for making pickles and is helpful because it uses both words. Nicander says that in order to make a pickle, the vegetable should first be `dipped' (bapto) into boiling water and then `baptized' (baptizo) in the vinegar solution. Both verbs concern the immersing of vegetables in a solution. But the first is temporary. The second, the act of baptizing the vegetable, produces a permanent change.
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