



Things Are Different Now, But They Are Much the Same
 
Introduction
   I.  One who is over the age of 25 is likely to say, "Things are different
        now."  
        A.  Such a person can point out problems that exist now that didn't exist
	  when he was a child or youth.
        B.  Sociologists are quick to say that such attitudes may be more from the
	  process of becoming older, rather than there actually being such changes.
  II.  Regardless of what the sociologist says, many of us can document changes.
        A.  There is truly an increase in recreational drug use, illicit sexual 
	  experiences, abortion and many other problems now in comparison
	  with the times of our youth.
        B.  Yet in many ways things are much as they have always been.         
 III.  Today let us consider those of the past as we think about the present.

Body	

   I.  Evil people were certainly active throughout history.
        A.  We can think of the evils of such men as Hitler, Stalin and others.
        B.  The Bible is filled with examples.  
	  1.  Adam knowingly ate of the fruit God had forbidden.  Gen. 3:6.
	  2.  Cain killed his brother, Abel.  Gen. 4:8.
	  3.  The people of Noah's day were so evil that God determined to
	       destroy them, and did so with the flood.  Gen. 6:7.
	  4.  After the flood, Noah's descendants sought to build a tower to
	       heaven so they could remain together, when God apparently
	       desired them to fill the earth.  Gen. 11:1ff.
	  5.  Abraham deceived Pharaoh, saying Sarah was his sister
	       Gen. 12:10-20.
	  6.  Men of Sodom were so grossly immoral that God destroyed
	       their cities with fire.  Gen. 19:1-28.
	  7.  What need I say more about the Pharaoh of Egypt, the murmuring
	       of the Hebrews upon leaving Egypt, the sins of the people in the
	       wilderness, the wickedness of the kings and leaders of Israel and
	       other nations?
	       a.  Paul summarizes some of these sins in I Cor. 10:1-10.
	       b.  We could include the betrayal of Judas (Matt. 26:14-16; 47-50),
		the denial of Peter (Matt. 26:60-75), the lying of Ananias and 			Saphira (Acts 5:1-10), the immorality of the man who was 
		living with his father's wife (I Cor. 5:1-5), the apostasy of
		Hymenaeus and Alexander (I Tim. 1:18-20), the false teaching
		of Hymenaeus and Philetus (II Tim. 2:16-18) and the dictatorship 
		of Diotrephes (III John 9).
        C.  What sin committed now cannot be found among those whose lives are
	  recorded in the Bible?  I Cor. 6:9-11.
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  II.  Good people have also been active throughout history.
        A.  We can think of great men and women who served others, such as
	  the great statesmen, doctors, preachers and faithful Christians whom
	  we have known.
        B.  The Bible is filled with examples.
	  1.  The writer of Hebrews summarizes many of these for us in telling
	       of Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Sarah, Moses and Rahab.
	       Heb. 11:1-31.
	  2.  He then adds the thoughts about others in Heb. 11:32-40.
	  3.  We might add the names of the faithful prophets, priests and kings
	       of the Old Testament and the faithful apostles, prophets and 
	       Christians of the New Testament.

Conclusion

   I.  There have been the evil and the good in every generation.
  II.  God will deal with these according to His will and teaching.  Rom. 11:22.
 III.  God will judge us without respect of persons.  Rom.2:1-11.
  IV.  We can do that which is right, even if others are doing wrong.  
         I Cor. 10:13; Rev. 2:18-29; 3:1-6.
    V.  If you have not been baptized into Christ as a penitent believer, you
          should do so today.  
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