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“Walk Worthily of the Calling”

Introduction

I. 	Once one has learned to walk, the action seems to take little conscious thought.
A. 	Last week I climbed to the top of the Cumberland Mountain near Monteagle.
B. 	Some rather steep climbing was necessary to get to the top.
1. 	I had parked the car almost a mile away from the path
		      on which I climbed to the top of the mountain.
2. 	After climbing to the top, I walked along a road hoping      to find that it led back to the road where I began my      climb.
3. 	I finally gave up and went back down the steep path.
C. 	Upon getting down to the road that led back to the car I was rather tired.
1. 	The road was on an abandoned-supply-railroad-bed and was on a gentle slope back to where the car was parked.
2. 	You can imagine how glad I was that this was a gentle slope and down hill.
3. 	I noticed that I didn’t have to do much to walk since when I picked up my foot each time it would tend to swing forward.
4. 	Thankfully it was not long until I was back at the car.
D. 	This walking reminded me of the word “walk” as it us used in the New Testament.
II. 		Paul instructed that the Ephesians, “walk worthily of the calling 	wherewith ye are called.”  Eph. 4:1.
III. 	 Today, let us consider some bad walking and good walking.  	John 12:32-36.

Body
 
I. 	Some walking is contrary to God’s teaching.
A. 	We must not walk in such a way as to grieve another or to lead another into sin.  Rom. 14:13-21.
1. 	Some had come from idolatry and might be encouraged to eat meat in sacrifice to an idol upon seeing another brother eat meat.  I Cor. 8:1-13.
2. 	There are things we should not do simply because of our influence on others.  I Cor. 10:23-11:1.
B. 	We must not walk in jealousy and strife.  I Cor. 3:3; 1:10-17; Rom. 13:13.
C. 	We must not walk in “carousing and drunkenness, not in sexual promiscuity and sensuality.”  Rom. 13:12-13. (NASV); I Cor. 6:9-11.
D. 	We must not “walk as the Gentiles also walk.”  Eph. 4:17-32; 2:1-3.
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II. 	  We must “walk worthily of the calling wherewith (we) were 	called.”  Eph. 4:1.
A. 	We should “walk by faith and not by sight.”  II Cor. 5:7.
B. 	We must “walk by the spirit.”  Gal. 5:16-24.
C. 	We should “walk in good works, which God afore prepared that we should walk in them.”  Eph. 2:10.
D. 	We should walk “with all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one another in love; giving diligence to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.” Eph. 4:1-3, 32; 5:1-21; Phil. 2:1-4.
E. 	We are to “walk in wisdom toward them that are without.” Col. 4:5-6; I Thess. 4:9-12; II Thess. 3:6-15.
F. 	We should walk in sanctification.  I Thess. 4:1-7.

Conclusion

I. 	The subject of walking is an important one in scripture.        Phil. 3:17-21.
II. 	We choose where and how we walk.
III. 	Are we walking in darkness or in light?  I John 1:6-7.
IV. 	If you have been walking in darkness, turn today and begin to walk in the light.  I John 2:1-6.
V. 	Obey the Lord today.
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