


What If The Rich Man’s Brothers Were Your Brothers?
 
Introduction
I. 	Many lessons have been preached on Jesus’ teaching in which He tells of the consequences of the lives of the rich man and Lazarus.   Luke 16:19-31.
A. 	This account reveals many important lessons.
1. 	Situations in this life do not always seem indicative of how things will be after death.  Vss. 19-24.
2. 	Death ends opportunity to begin to serve God so that blessings will come after death.  Vss. 24-26.
3. 	Death does not eliminate memory, and those in torment still desire to see their loved ones saved.  Vss. 27-28.
4. 	Those who desire to serve God will be persuaded to do so through the recorded word of God and would be no more prone to obey should one go to them from the dead.  Vss. 29-31.
B. 	The teaching in this passage seems clear, but there is one area that needs further consideration by those of us in this audience.  (John 1:41).
II. 		We need to be interested in our kinfolk who are alive today and consider what 	Abraham told the rich man about his brothers. 
III. 	Today, think with me about our relatives, and let us strive to teach them the 	gospel of Christ.

Body	

I. 	The most important people to us are likely those who are related to us and especially those who are in our immediate families.
A. 	We should be interested in their physical well-being and in their having the material possessions necessary for life.  I Tim. 5:8, 16.
B. 	This love and concern carries over to the support we provide our families with regard to their educational, emotional and physical well-being.

II. 	We should be even more concerned about their spiritual well-being.
A. 	Lois and Eunice were obviously good examples in their teaching Timothy the word of God.  II Tim. 1:3-5.
1. 	Timothy’s grandmother and mother recognized the responsibility that rested upon them because Timothy’s father was not a Jew.  Acts 16:3.
2. 	They were not disinterested because they did not have the support of Timothy’s father in regard to the teaching of the law.  
3. 	Obviously there was a problem because of Timothy’s Greek father since Timothy had not been circumcised according to the law as a baby.
4. 	The faithful teaching of Lois and Eunice, though, caused Timothy to be ready to accept the teaching of Christ.
B. 	Paul’s parents were dedicated in training Paul in the Jewish religion.          II Cor. 11:22; Phil. 3:1-6; Acts 22:3.
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C. 	We should all be interested in our brothers, sisters, parents, children and other relatives.  Luke 16:27-28.
1. 	We, like the rich man, would surely not want our relatives to be lost.
2. 	We need to use every opportunity to bring the lost to Christ.
a. 	We need to set the correct example.  I Peter 3:1-6.
b. 	Fathers, as well as mothers, have a responsibility here.  I Pet. 3:7; Eph. 6:4; Col. 3:21.
c. 	This can certainly be extended to all in our families.  I Tim. 4:12.
d. 	Pray for your family to be responsive to truth.
e. 	Pray for wisdom so as to best encourage them to obey truth.
f. 	Attend all the meetings and participate in the work of the Lord so that they will know you are seeking first the kingdom of God.         Mt. 6:33.
g. 	Continue to invite your family members to attend the meetings with you.
h. 	Associate with other Christians by having them in your homes.
i. 	Speak well of those Christians whom your family know, and avoid all criticisms.
j. 	Don’t compromise truth by behavior that is unbecoming to a Christian even though encouraged to do so by a family member.
k. 	Look at your own situation to see what you can do to teach your family members.

Conclusion

I. 	The account of the rich man and Lazarus should remind us of our need of reaching our family members.  
II. 	Repent of failures to reach your family members in the past and get busy now.
III. 	Those here who have not obeyed the gospel should do so today.
IV. 	Believe in Christ (John 8:24), repent of sins (Acts 2:38) and be baptized today into Christ Jesus for the remission of your sins (Acts 2:38; 22:16; I Pet. 3:21).
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