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Women—A Contrast 

Introduction

I.	Women are often leaders in accepting the word of God.
A. 	We are reminded of Lydia.  Acts 16:11-15.
B. 	Women are encouraged to win their husbands.  I Peter 3:1-6.
II. 	Women vary, though, and the scriptures define the difference.
III. 	In this lesson we shall briefly consider the importance of marriage, but the primary emphasis will be on a contrast of two women.

Body
I. 	The scriptures teach that marriage of men and women is    
      honorable.  Heb. 13:4.
A. 	Marriage aids men and women in avoiding fornication.
            I Cor. 7:1-5.
1. 	The husband and the wife are to fulfill the desires of the other in the marriage relationship.  I Cor. 7:3-5.
2. 	The husband is to love his wife as his own body.  Eph. 5:28-
	      30.		
a. 	He must be faithful to her.  Prov. 5:15-23.
	3.   The wife is to love her husband and be subject to him.                              
	      Tit. 2:3-4; Eph. 5:22-24.

II. 	Some women choose evil rather than good, and must be avoided both as friends and wives.  Prov. 7:1-27.
A. 	The son is admonished to obey the father.  7:1-5.
B. 	The evil woman, or harlot, watches as the “young man lacking sense” approaches, she flatters, seduces and destroys him.  7:6-23.
C. 	The son is again admonished.  7:24-27.
D. 	The previous chapter adds to the warning.  Prov. 6:20-35.

III. 	Contrast the evil woman with the “excellent wife.”                       
       Prov. 31:10-31.
A. 	This wife is of greater value than jewels. 31:10.
B. 	Her husband trusts in her.  31:11.
C. 	She does him good and provides for her family.  31:12-25.
	 1.  While doing this, she cares for the needy.  31:20.
D. 	She speaks wisdom and is honored by her children and 
	 husband.  31:26-31.
1. 	Again this is a great contrast to the woman who lacks 
	       discretion (taste).  Prov. 11:22.





Conclusion
I. 	Those not yet married, or who have not yet  found the “worthy woman,” should give close attention to this teaching.
 II.  Those who are married should be reminded to live moral lives.
III. 	Each of us can improve our own lives by applying scripture.
IV. 	If you are not a Christian, you should consider the importance of      
	  making the most important decision of your life today.
A. 	The second most important decision is probably that of choosing a mate for life.
B. 	The most important decision is that of becoming a child of God.
C. 	If you need to be baptized today as a penitent believer, please do so at this time.
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