


 “Blessed Are Your Eyes, For They See; And Your Ears, For They Hear”

Introduction
I. 	People respond differently to what they hear.
A. 	Many years ago in Tennessee traffic was stopped on a road because a gasoline tanker truck was on fire, and people were warned not to go on.
B. 	A driver said he was going on anyway, and as he got behind the tanker, it exploded killing him.
C. 	So many times people fail to heed reasonable warnings.
1. 	As an audiologist, I used to warn parents about the medical evidence that smoking in the house and in the car was the cause of their children’s middle ear problems.
2. 	Many refused to listen, and many of those children had recurrent ear infections necessitating antibiotics and often the insertion of tubes in their children’s eardrums.
3. 	With all of the evidence that smoking causes cancer and other medical problems, many young people take up the habit.
4. 	Even though young people hear that pre-marital sex leads to unplanned pregnancies and disease, about half of all high school seniors engage in sexual activity.
II. 	We have studied lessons recently on the work of preaching and the response to such.
A. 	Isaiah was told to preach, but that the peoples’ eyes and ears would be closed to the truth.  Isa. 6:9-10.
B. 	In spite of the responses of the listener, Isaiah was to continue to preach.
Isa. 6:11-12.
C. 	We have also studied a lesson on our need to learn to listen .
1. 	Children should listen to their parents.
2. 	Parents should listen to their children.
3. 	Husbands and wives should listen to one another.
4. 	As Christians, we should listen to other Christians.
III. 	Today, I would like for us to concentrate on some of the teaching in the gospel according to Matthew with regard to the importance of hearing.
       
Body

I. 	First, let us note that after Jesus warned about not hearing, He said, “But blessed are your eyes, for they see; and your ears, for they hear.”  Matt. 13:16.  
A. 	Jesus was talking to the disciples who had asked why He taught in parables.          Matt. 13:10.
1. 	Jesus had just taught the parable of the soils.  Matt. 13:1-9.
2. 	He then explained to the disciples that he taught in parables so as to provide better understanding to those who were seeking to learn truth, while those who were like the people in Isaiah’s day would not get it.  Matt. 13:11-15.
a. 	The reason they did not understand was because they did not want to learn God’s will.
b. 	This was the problem in Isaiah’s day, in Jesus’ day and is the problem in our day.
B. 	Jesus expressed the blessing on the disciples who were interested in knowing the truth and He explained the parable to them because they wanted to know.              Matt. 13:15-23.






“Blessed Are Your Eyes, For They See; And Your Ears, For They Hear,”  Page 2.

II. 	Jesus often warned about the importance of hearing His words.
A. 	He taught that salvation required more than calling Him, Lord.  Matt. 7:21-23.
B. 	Upon concluding the sermon on the mount, Jesus exhorted the disciples to hear and do His will.  Matt. 7:24-27.
C. 	He sent the twelve out on the limited commission and said that when people refused to hear them, they were refusing to hear Him.  Matt. 10:5-15; Luke 10:16.
D. 	He condemned those who would not hear His words by referring to Ninevah and Sheba, the queen of the south.  Matt. 12:38-45.
E. 	He concluded the parable of the soils with the words, “He that hath ears (to hear), let him hear.”  Matt. 13:9.
F. 	The parable of the soils has several references to hearing.  Matt. 13:18-23.
G. 	Some rejected Jesus’ teaching, and He called them blind guides.  Matt. 15:1-20.
H. 	Jesus exhorted the rebellious Jews to “hear another parable.”  Matt. 21:33-46.

Conclusion

I. 	You could take a large concordance and study many other passages which deal with hearing.
II. 	We should strive to be like the disciples whose eyes were blessed because they saw and their ears because they heard.
III. 	Remember, we can be wise if we hear and do Jesus’ teaching.  Matt. 7:24-26.
IV. 	Let those who have not obeyed the Lord do so now.  Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38; Gal. 3:26-27.
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