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Christ is Risen

Introduction

I. 	Of all miracles, the resurrection of Jesus is the greatest and most valuable. 
A. 	Others had been raised before the resurrection of Jesus, but He was the first to rise and not be subject to death.
B. 	Our hope to be raised rests upon the truthfulness of Jesus’ resurrection.  I Cor. 15:16-21.
II. 	  The resurrection of Jesus was predicted, witnessed and 	significant. 

Body

I. 		Jesus’ resurrection was predicted.
A. 	David prophesied that the Messiah would be raised.
1. 	Psalm 16:8-11 applied to His resurrection by Peter in Acts 2:25-28 and by Paul in Acts 13:35.
2. 	Psalm 2:6-7 is so applied in Acts 13:33.
B. 	Jesus predicted His resurrection.  (Matt. 28:6).
1. 	In the early Judean ministry.  John 2:19-22.
2. 	In the Galilean ministry.  Matt. 12:38-41; 16:13-21; 17:9, 22-23.
3. 	In the Perean ministry.  Matt. 20:17-19.
4. 	On the night of His betrayal.  Matt. 26:31-32.     

II. 	Jesus’ resurrection was witnessed.  He appeared:
A. 	To Mary Magdalene.  John 20:11-18; Mk. 16:1-11.
B. 	To other of the women as they returned from the tomb.     Matt.  28:1-10.
C. 	To Simon Peter (Cephas).  Luke 24:33-34; I Cor. 15:5.
D. 	To the two men on the way to Emmaus.  Luke 24:13-35;      Mk. 16:12-13.
E. 	To the eleven and them that were with them.  Luke 24:33-49; Mk. 16:14; Jn. 20:19-25; I Cor. 15:5.
F. 	To above 500 brethren at once.  I Cor. 15:6.
G. 	To James.  I Cor. 15:7.
H. 	To all the apostles with Thomas present.  John 20:26-29.
I. 	To Peter, Thomas, Nathanael, James, John and two other disciples by the sea of Tiberias.  John 21:1-13.
J. 	To the eleven at the giving of the “Great Commission” in  Galilee.  Matt. 28:16-20; Mark 16:15-18.
K. 	To the eleven at Jerusalem.  Luke 24:4-49; Acts 1:3-8.
L. 	To the eleven on the mount of Olives near Bethany.  Luke 24:50-53; Acts 1:9-12.
M. 	Last of all, after His ascension,  he appeared to Paul.  I Cor. 15:8; Acts 9;1-9.             

III. Jesus’ resurrection was significant.
A. 	Jesus was declared to be he Son of God through His resurrection from the dead.  Rom. 1:1-4; (Heb. 1:1-5; Acts 13:32-35.
B. 	His resurrection is directly related to our faith and confession.  Rom. 10:9-10.
C. 	Baptism is associated with the resurrection of Jesus.  Rom. 6:3-5; I Pet. 3:21-22.
D. 	Jesus, being raised from the dead, sits at the right hand of God and is head over all things to the church.  Eph. 1:20-23; (Acts 2:33-36).
E. 	Our hope of life rests upon the resurrection of Jesus.  I Cor. 15:1-58.
1. 	His resurrection is told in the gospel.  15:1-4.
2. 	He appeared to many after his resurrection.  15:5-11.
3. 	Our resurrection is associated with His.  15:12-19.
4. 	Christ has been raised and we shall be raised or changed at the last trump.  15:20-58.
	
Conclusion
 
I. 	The enemies of Jesus did everything they could to assure that no one took the body of Jesus from the tomb and bribed the guards after the tomb was vacant.  Matt. 27:62-66; 28:11-15.
II. 	The disciples did not believe in the resurrection based on the empty tomb, but only when they saw Jesus.  John 20:24-29.
III. 	Saul (Paul) opposed Jesus until he saw the appearance of Jesus from heaven.  Acts 9:1-9.
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