


“Give of Your Best”
 
Introduction
I. 	When Abram and Lot became very rich and when strife developed between their herdsmen, Abram gave the best choice of land to his nephew, Lot.  Gen.  13:5-13. 
         A.  Lot chose the well-watered plain of the Jordan River.
         B.  Abram continued to live in Canaan.
II. 		The song, “Give Of Your Best To The Master sets forth the principle of giving. 
III. 		A few weeks ago one asked that I speak on “giving,” and we will consider this 	important subject in this lesson.

Body	

    I.  Jesus set the example of giving.  Rom. 5:8; Phil. 2:1-11.
        A.  He left His home to come to the earth for out benefit.
        B.  He died for us.

II. 	Giving does not include money alone, but our time as well.
A. 	Men, such as Paul, Barnabas, Timothy, Titus and Silas gave their lives in service to others.  Acts 13-21.
1. 	They went to other lands to teach others the gospel of Christ.  Mt. 28:19-20.
2. 	They often were in difficult circumstances.  II Cor. 11:16-28.
3. 	Paul sought for the benefit to others through their service to him.  Phil. 4:10-13.	  
B. 	Today giving is demonstrated by those who give their time in the local church.
1. 	Each of us has the same time.
2. 	Ray, Ed and John use their time to keep the grounds mowed, grass trimmed and outside of building neat.
3. 	Sherry, Rena, Glen, Rhonda, Jullee, Beth, and Janice give their time in preparation of their lessons and in teaching the classes.
4. 	Gary, Keith, Ed, Jack Lee, Jack, Glenn and Ray give their time in selecting the songs and leading them.
5. 	John and David M. spend time in preparation of sermons to present.
6. 	Mae and Rosalyn write cards or make calls to check on the sick or to express thanks for what others have done.
7. 	Sandy, Linda, Martha and their children are giving themselves to their elderly parents as have several others of you so done in the past.
8. 	Jack regularly keeps the baptistery clean.
9. 	Jullee and Gary keep the building neat and clean.
10. 	Sandra and Jullee work diligently to keep the class rooms in order and with new bulletin boards.
11. 	Rhonda keeps the bulletin board upstairs neat.
12. 	Ray, Charlie and Chuck carefully count and record the contribution.
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13. 	Several of you prepare the Lord’s Supper so that it is ready for our remembrance of the death of our Lord.
14. 	Harold, Charlie, Lois, Ann, James, Glen, Rhonda, Martha, Adron, David M., Jack, Jack Lee, Susan, Linda, Sandy, Barry, Sherry and others of you work or have worked to earn funds which you give liberally in the Lord’s work.
15. 	The Huddlestons set the good example of attending the meetings even though they may not feel well.
16. 	All of you say encouraging things to others and do other things to build up the church.
17. 	No doubt, other persons and other examples of giving could be noted.
C. 	Consideration of giving ones life should be made in ones youth.  Eccl. 12:1-14.
1. 	The greatest gift you can give to God is your life.  Luke 9:23.
2. 	Determine to begin serving God today if you have not done so up to this time.

III. 	Giving of your material resources will be liberal if you have first given yourself to the Lord.
A. 	The Macedonians are our examples.  II Cor. 8:1-5.
B. 	Giving should be willingly done and will be richly blessed.  II Cor. 9:6-11.
C. 	Heed the warning about earthly riches.  Mt. 6:19-21; I Tim. 6:6-10, 17-19.
D. 	Get your mind straightened out.  Rom. 12:1-2; Heb. 13:14-16.

Conclusion

   I.  Scriptural giving consists of more than giving money.  
II. 	It requires that we give ourselves in God’s service.
III. 	May each of us be more dedicated to the service of God as we give our time, energies and funds in His work.
A. 	Look for things which you can do to assist in the worship and work of the church.
B. 	Have people into your home for Bible study and simply to entertain them.
C. 	Follow the good example of others in doing what you have the ability to do.  Matt. 25:14-30.
D. 	Remember that we will be judged for the service we render to others.
	
II. 	Those who have not become Christians should do so today.

Prepared by:
  David Arnold
  May 11, 1997

