Have Faith to Obey

Introduction
  I.  It is not difficult to find brethren who are ready to criticize other Christians.
      A.  This is especially true with regard to criticisms of class teachers, song leaders
	or preachers.
      B.  One doesn't have to look far to find something to criticize, because all
            Christians have weakness and, upon occasion make mistakes.
 II.  We do need to be very careful that we not criticize in such a way as to be guilty
       of violating Matt. 7:1-5, but judge righteous judgment (John 7:24).
III.  More importantly, we must determine to live by faith, doing what God teaches.
 IV.  In this lesson we shall look at the criticisms given the leaders of God's people,
        at the few who actually obeyed God's will, and our need of faithful obedience.

Body
  I.  Noah was faithful to God and received God's blessing of salvation, but few paid
       him any attention. Gen. 6:1-22.
       A.  Noah lived faithful to God in an extremely wicked era of the world.
             1.  Mankind thought of evil continually, and God planned their 	  	  
   	      destruction. Gen. 6:5-7.
	 2.  In spite of the surrounding wickedness, Noah was faithful.  Gen. 6:8.
	 3.  Noah was perfect in his generation and was told of God's plan to destroy
	      all flesh. Gen. 6:8-13.
	      a.  God told Noah to build an ark and that He would make a covenant
	           with him. Gen. 6:14-22.
	      b.  Noah did just as God directed. Gen. 6:22; Heb. 11:7.
	      c.  During the intervening years, Noah was a preacher of righteousness.
	           II Pet. 2:5.
        B.  In spite of Noah's faithfulness, only his immediate family listened.
	  Gen. 7:13.
	  1.  What was the result of his preaching?
	  2.  He only saved himself, his wife, their three sons and their wives.
	       a.  Brethren today would likely say he should be fired.
	  3.  Was Noah a successful preacher?
	  4.  What do you imagine others were saying?
	       a.  Possibly they laughed when Noah preached about a flood.
	            (1).  A flood!  Whoever heard of a flood occurring here?
	            (2).  A flood!  How could it flood this country?
	       b.  Possibly they criticized:
		(1).  You're building a boat?  It looks more like a barn!		
		(2).  You're building a boat?  Where are you going to put it in water?
		(3).  A boat?  Where are the sails?
		(4).  A boat?   It'll sink like a rock!
 	  5.  You can just imagine the criticisms Noah's neighbors made, but, you
	       know, it really didn't matter to Noah and his family.
	       a.  They just kept on building, kept on walking by faith.
	       b.  They were saved from the wicked world.
	       c.  They were only eight saved of the thousands who were living on the
	    	earth in that day. 

 II.  We can find other scriptural examples of those who were faithful to God, even 
       though they were constantly criticized.
       A.  Moses was faithful, yet often criticized.
       B.  Joshua and Caleb were faithful, but rejected.
       C.  Jesus was faithful to His Father, but was constantly criticized.

III.  Should we expect things to be much different today?
        A.  You and I should not be so interested in not being criticized, but in being
	  faithful to God.
	  1.  It doesn't matter what you do, some are going to criticize what you do.
	       a.  These are often those who violate Matt. 7:1-5.
	       b.  Paul was criticized often by those whom he had helped the most.
	   	II Cor. 11:16-12:10.
		(1).  Paul said they should have commended him, but instead they
	  	        had criticized him. II Cor. 12:11-13.
	  2.  What should you do about the criticisms you get.
	       a.  As much as you can forget them.
	       b.  If you can help others correct their attitudes, do so.
	       c.  Remember that you are seeking to please God rather than men.
		Acts 5:29; Gal. 1:10; I Thess. 2:4.
        B.  As parents, recognize that you may be criticized, but walk by faith.
	  1.  Don't be concerned that your children may leave the faith and say they
	       did so because you pushed religion down their throats.
	       a.  Consider James Dobson's comments in Focus on the Family, Jan.,
		1994, p. 5.
    	       b.  Apply the thoughts of Sue Browder in "Raising a G-Rated Child in 		an X-Rated World" in the March, 1995 Reader's Digest, pp. 169-176.
		(1).  "Tell your child what you value."
		(2).  "Give reasons for your rules."
		(3).  "Focus on how the person feels."
		(4).  "Recognize the power of guilt."
		(5).  "Encourage moral education in schools."
		(6).  "Tell stories about heroes."
		(7).  "Let your life be your message."

Conclusion
  I.  We should surely have learned, from this lesson, that we should be careful
      about criticizing others.
 II.  We should have learned to ignore the wrongful criticisms we receive.
III.  We should have learned that we must be faithful to God regardless of criticisms.
 IV.  If any has not obeyed the gospel, he or she should do so today.
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