



If We Don’t Teach Them, Who Will?  No. III

Introduction  

I. 	In this series of lessons, we have discussed the necessity of our teaching our children, husbands, wives and neighbors.
A. 	Truly, if we don’t teach them, who will?
B. 	We cannot leave all of the teaching to the preachers or elders or Bible class teachers.
C. 	We must teach our own family members and our neighbors.
II. 	We have considered how, in the years that I have observed, that there have been many converted who then fell away from the Lord.
III. 	We have studied the Old Testament passages in which God instructed Moses and the nation of Israel to teach their children. (Ex. 24:12; Deut. 6:1-19; 11:18-25; Jud. 2:6-15).
IV. 	Psalm 78:1-72 (see vs. 6 & Ps. 102:18) declares that we must teach God’s word to the “generations to come.”
V. 	We have studied how Paul commended the teaching which Timothy had received from his mother and grandmother.  (II Tim. 1:3-6; 3:12-17).
A. 	Timothy was exhorted to be a good example and to be faithful in teaching the word to others, thus saving himself and his hearers.  (I Tim. 4:12-16; II Tim. 2:1-13).
VI. 	Children, today, are to obey what their parents teach them, as long as the teaching is in harmony with truth.  (Eph. 6:1-4; Col. 3:20-21; Joshua 24:14-15).
A. 	Parents must teach their children in the areas of morals and doctrine. (I Jn. 2:15-17; Eph. 5:1-14; II Jn. 9-11; Gal. 1:6-8).
B. 	Children must be taught to put the kingdom of God first in their lives.               Matt. 6:19-33.
1. 	If we are to teach our children, other family members and neighbors, we must be putting the kingdom first in our lives.
2. 	We should do this by being ready to accept the truth, by living a pure life and by letting our lights shine to others.  Lk. 8:1-18; Matt. 5:13-16).
VII. We must not fail in our teaching, because “if we don’t teach them, who will?”

Body

I. 	We must keep ourselves separate from all false teaching.  II Cor. 6:14-18.
A. 	Paul stressed that the Old Testament Scriptures were given for our learning.             Rom. 15:4; I Cor. 10:1-12.
B. 	The quotations (II Cor. 6:16-18) are from Lev. 26:12; Ex. 29:45; Ezek. 37:27;      Jer. 31:1; Isa. 52:11; Hos. 1:10; Isa. 43:6.
C. 	Jehovah did not forsake Israel even though they thought he had.  Isa. 49:14; 40:27.
1. 	Paul focuses on the “acceptable time” of salvation.  II Cor. 6:2.
2. 	Jehovah planned for this salvation in the Messiah.  Isa. 49:8-26.
a. 	He did not forsake or divorce Himself from Judah.
b. 	Judah brought upon itself punishment and destruction because of its sins.    Jer. 32:26-44.
c. 	God’s blessings would come upon Israel and Judah under the new covenant.  Jer. 31:31-34.  (Heb. 8:8-12).
D. 	Disobedience to the teaching of God today will have the same consequences as it did for Israel and Judah.
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D. 	If we are to teach others the truth, we must be living according to the truth.       Rom. 6:1-23.
1. 	We must not sin so as to receive greater grace. Vss. 1-2.
2. 	We died to sin as we were baptized into the death of Jesus. Vss. 3-4.
3. 	We are to live a new life as ones dead to sin.  Vss. 5-11.
4. 	Sin must not have dominion over us.  Vss. 12-14.
5. 	Sin which is unrepented of leads to death.  Vss. 15-23.
  
II. 	If we are to teach others truth, we must remember that Christ is Lord.
A. 	The Father gave Jesus all authority in matters religious.  Matt. 28:18.
B. 	God made Him to be Lord and Christ through the resurrection.  Acts 2:36.
C. 	God gave Him to be head over all things which pertain to the church.  Eph. 1:15-23.
D. 	We must do all that we do in His name.  Col. 3:17.

Conclusion

I. 	Are you and I seeking to live as good examples to others?
II. 	Are we careful to follow the leadership of Jesus without going beyond His teaching?
III. 	Are we trying, to the best of our abilities, to teach our children, husbands and wives and other family members?
A. 	Could we schedule a class in your home to teach your family members or friends?
B. 	Would you assist others in teaching such classes?
III. 	If you have not obeyed the gospel, please realize the fragile nature of life and don’t put off your obedience!
IV. Obey the truth today, and teach it to others.  I Tim. 4:14-16.
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