


If We Don’t Teach Them, Who Will?  No. IV

Introduction
I.   The previous lessons have stressed that we have a responsibility to teach our children, husbands, wives and neighbors.
A. 	Again I seek to put you in remembrance that if we don’t teach them, who will?
B. 	We must do our own teaching in order to save ourselves and those who hear us.          I Tim. 4:14-16.                
II. 	In this lesson we shall study some of the New Testament passages which indicate we have the responsibility to teach others.

Body

I. 	Jesus made it clear that teaching is necessary.
A. 	After His baptism and temptation in the wilderness, He began to preach and teach.  Matt. 4:17, 23.
B. 	He called His disciples to follow Him so as make them “fishers of men.”                Matt. 4:18-22.
C. 	Jesus sent the apostles on the limited commission to teach the Jews.  Matt. 10:1-15.
1. 	The twelve were sent forth as sheep among wolves.  Matt. 10:16.
2. 	He taught them to be wise as serpents, but as harmless as doves.  Matt. 10:16.
3. 	The apostles were warned that they would have opposition, but they would be helped.  Matt. 10:16-39.
4. 	He declared that those who heard the apostles were hearing Him.                 Matt. 10:40-42.
5. 	Surely we can learn about our teaching from the things Jesus said to the apostles.

II. 	We are to teach, under the authority of Jesus, according to the “Great Commission.”
A. 	Jesus had been given all authority in matters religious.  Matt. 28:18; (Acts 2:36;   Eph. 1:22-23).
B. 	The apostles were to go into all the world to teach, and we are commanded to do what Jesus commanded them to do.  Matt. 28:19-20; Mark 16:15-16;                  Luke 24:46-49.
1. 	If we observe what Jesus commanded the apostles, we recognize our responsibility to carry the gospel to others.
2. 	For too long the churches have left the responsibility of preaching and teaching up to the preachers and evangelists along with the Bible class teachers.

III. 	We are shown that we are to teach by the examples of Christians and churches.
A. 	The apostles began carrying out the Great Commission on Pentecost.  Acts 2:14ff.
B. 	The disciples went about preaching the word when the persecution following the stoning of Stephen caused them to be scattered.  Acts 8:1-4.
1. 	Their being displaced from Jerusalem did not keep them from fulfilling the command to teach others.
2. 	The work of Philip illustrates their teaching others.  Acts 8:5-40.
3. 	Would you be ready to go teach others if persecution caused the Compton Road Church to disband?
a. 	Are you teaching others now?
b. 	Are you willing to go to other places to teach?
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C. 	The Thessalonians “received the word in much affliction,” but then preached it to others.  I Thess. 1:1-10.
D. 	Timothy was exhorted to teach others who, in turn, would teach still others.               II Tim. 2:1-13.
E. 	The Hebrews were reprimanded for not being able to teach others when they had had time to develop as teachers.  Heb. 5:11-14.

Conclusion

I. 	Are you and I ready to follow the instruction of the Lord to teach others?
II. 	Are we trying, to the best of our abilities, to teach our children, husbands and wives and other family members?
A. 	Could we schedule a class in your home to teach your family members or friends?
B. 	Would you assist others in teaching such classes?
III. 	If you have not obeyed the gospel, please realize the fragile nature of life and don’t put off your obedience!
IV. Obey the truth today, and teach it to others.  I Tim. 4:14-16.
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	I am indebted to Kenneth E. Thomas for thoughts in this series of articles based on an article which he had published on Mars-List, which had been based on an article written by Anthony Hudson on another web-list.


