


“It is More Blessed to Give Than to Receive”

Introduction

I.     Paul quoted, as a part of his farewell discourse with the Ephesian elders, the one
       statement that Jesus made which is not found in the accounts of the gospel.
       Acts 20:32-35.
II.   Oh, we all know the statement, “It is more blessed to give than to receive,” but do 
       we all practice it?
A. 	Which do we enjoy more, getting someone a gift or having someone give us a gift?
       B.  Are we ready to provide help when there are members of the body of Christ 
            who are in need?
       C.  Can we think of a time or the times when we have used our funds to help a  
             fellow-Christian who was in need?
       D.  If we had no one else to turn to, would we want our spiritual family to help
	 us?
III. The Lord apparently expects us to help others, and we shall study this concept in   
       our lesson today.    

Body

I.   Remember, “it is more blessed to give than to receive.”
     A.  Receiving only gives us the gift.
           1.  We may use it or abuse it, but we may soon consume it, or it may lose its 
                value to us.
           2.  Many times those who receive gifts never even thank the one who has given.
           3.  Many do not appreciate what they have received.
    B.  Giving, provides blessings to the giver.
          1.  “It is more blessed.”
          2.  God blesses the giver.  II Cor. 9:6-11.
a. 	God will multiply your seed for sowing.
b. 	Are you being blessed to be able to do more for others?
c. 	God expects us to give only according to our ability.  II Cor. 8:1-12.
d. 	Remember the poor widow.  Luke 21:1-3.
e. 	God expects us to give as we have prospered.  I Cor. 16:1-2.
f. 	The disciples in the first century set good examples.  Acts 2:43-46;      4:32-37; 6:1-6; 11:27-30; Rom. 15:25-27.
g. 	An exception to the good examples was the behavior of Ananias and Sapphira.  Acts 5:1-11.   
C. 	The commands to give and the examples of giving in the passages which we have considered are for saints.
           
II. 	Let us consider our own giving, not only into the common treasury, but our individual giving to saints and others who may be in need.
     A.  Remember that you and I will be judged, among other things, upon how we 
           have helped those who were in need.  Matt. 25:31-46.  
     B.  As we sow, so shall we reap.  Gal. 6:7-10.
           1.  Indeed, the sowing and reaping in this passage means more than sowing our
	    funds, but we shall surely be judged on how we have sown.  (II Cor. 9:6).
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Conclusion

I.   Let us carefully consider this lesson.   
II.  If we have not been sowing as we should, let us correct this.
III.First give yourself to the Lord in obedience.  Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38.
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