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Jonah and the Great Fish

Introduction

I. 	Jonah, a contemporary with Amos, Hosea, Isaiah and Micah, is one of the best known of the “minor” prophets. 
A. 	He lived in Gath-hepher in Galilee.  II Kings 14:25.
B. 	Jesus compared Himself to Jonah.  Matt. 12:38-41; 16:4, 21.
C. 	He prophesied in Israel to Jereboam II while Azariah (Uzziah) ruled over Judah. (II Kings 14:21-15:12).	   
II. 	 Jonah resisted God’s instruction to prophesy against Nineveh, Assyria, but ultimately does so.
 	
Body

I. 	Jonah is disobedient, seeking to run away from Jehovah so as to avoid preaching to Nineveh.  Jonah 1:1-17.
A. 	Jonah is told to go the great city, Nineveh, to “cry against it” because of its wickedness.  1:1-2.
1. 	Nimrod, the mighty hunter, had founded the city soon after the flood.  Gen. 10:10-12.
2. 	The city, with its suburbs, was large, being three days journey across.  Jonah 3:3.
3. 	The city, itself, was about three miles long and half as wide with walls that were very wide and high.
4. 	There were 120,000 who did not know their right from their left hands.  Jonah 4:11.
B. 	Jonah apparently doesn’t want to help the people of Nineveh and so he goes in the opposite direction to Joppa where he takes a ship to Tarshish (in Spain ??).  1:3.
C. 	God brings a great wind against the ship, Jonah was called up from where he had been sleeping, lots were cast to determine who was the trouble maker, Jonah was selected and he confessed his fleeing from Jehovah.  1:4-10.
D. 	Jonah is thrown overboard.  1:11-16.
E. 	God prepared a great fish to swallow him.  1:17.

II. 	Jonah turns back to God and is released from the fish.  Jonah 2:1-10.
A. 	Jonah prays, recognizing his problem and determines to do God’s will.  2:1-9.
B. 	God instructs the fish to vomit Jonah onto dry land.  2:10.

III. 	Jonah is told a second time to go preach to Nineveh, and he does  
        so.  Jonah 3:1-10.
A. 	Jonah is to preach what God tells him.  3:1-2.
B. 	Jonah goes and does as he has been told.  3:3-4.
C. 	The people of Nineveh believed God and repented in sackcloth trusting that God would not destroy them.  3:5-9.
D. 	God saw their works and did not destroy them.  3:10.

IV. 	Jonah is displeased that God has spared Nineveh and is taught an   	object lesson by Jehovah.  Jonah 4:1-11.
A. 	Jonah is angry and complains because God spared Nineveh.  4:1-3.
B. 	Jehovah rebukes Jonah and he goes off to sulk.  4:4-5.
C. 	God prepared a gourd vine to give Jonah relief from the sun, and Jonah is glad.  4:6.
D. 	God prepares a worm which killed the gourd vine and Jonah is despairs of life.  4:7-8.
E. 	God remonstrates with Jonah and tells him of His own interest in the lost people of Nineveh.  4:9-11.

Conclusion
I. 	We must be careful to do God’s will rather than run from it as Jonah did at first, since we may not have a second chance.
II. 	 God is interested in the salvation of all mankind seeking their 	repentance and obedience.  II Pet. 3:9; Heb. 5:9; Rom. 5:8.
III. 	We must not place more values in material things than in leading    	others to salvation.
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