
Let Us Love

Introduction
   I.  Each of us has seen many instances of love.
       A.  Last week I observed many such instances of the love of people for others.
	 1.  This was seen by the friendly handshakes, smiles, hugs and cheery 
	      greetings of old friends seeing one another again and of those spiritual
	      brothers and sisters who were meeting one another for the first time.
	 2.  I was touched by one instance in a particular way.
	      a.  One of the students at Florida College is a young woman who has the
	           syndrome in which she has not developed in stature and yet where her
	           body shows all of the evidence of an extreme age.
	      b.  On Wednesday evening at a meeting of the church, that normally 
	           meets across the street from the college, this young woman was 
	           standing a couple of feet from me when a male student, as I suppose,
	           came up, bent down, put his arms around her shoulders and hugged 	                  
   	           her.
	      c.  At other times during the week I saw this young person several times
	           when she was with other students who appeared to accept her without
	           reservation.
	      d.  This evidenced to me the love that these young people had for one 
	           another.
       B.  We should be aware that some of the love which we may have seen is wrong.
     	 1.  We should not love the world. I Jn. 2:15-17.
	 2.  The love of money is a basis of all sin. I Tim. 6:10.
             3.  We should not even love (phileo) our lives to the point of preserving them 	      at the expense of not doing God's will. John 12:20-26.

Body      
   I.  There are two words translated "love" in the Greek New Testament.
        A.  The two words, in the verbal form, are phileo (including the concept of 	 	  treating another affectionately) and agapao (including the concept of loving
	  dearly).
        B.  At the end of this outline is found Vine's discussion of the meanings of the 
	  words which you would benefit by studying at a later date.

  II.  We must continually work to develop love in our lives.
        A.  Unlike our physical characteristics, our spiritual characteristics should 
	  grow stronger as we get older.  II Cor. 4:16-18.
	  1.  Last night I heard the news of a speed ice skater that was working to 
	       compete in her last race at the age of thirty.
	       a.  She is a world champion and has reached the pinnacle of her ability.
	       b.  From here on, she expects to do more poorly and is retiring.
        B.  The older we get the more we should be able to show the characteristic of 	 	  love.
	  1.  In contrast with the affection for life that would cause us to hold on to 
	       it without faithfulness to God, there is a sense in which we should love
	       (agapao) life. I Pet. 3:10.
	  2.  This love of life prompts us to do that which makes our lives productive.
	  3.  This love of life leads to turning from evil and to the pursuit of good.    
      
III.  Our love should abound.  Phil. 1:9-11.
        A.  We should love our brethren (and others). Heb. 13:1-3; I Pet. 1:22, 23.
	  1.  We should be devoted or tenderly affectioned in brotherly love.
	       Rom. 12:9-21.
              2.  The Thessalonians are our examples. I Thess. 4:9-12; 1:2-10.
        B.  We should love our families.
	  1.  The older women should be teaching this love to the younger women.
	       Titus 2:3-5.
	  2.  Husbands and wives must love one another.  Eph. 5:22-33.
	       a.  Husbands and wives should fill their appropriate rolls in love.
	       b.  The husband is to be head of the home, but to do so in love.
		Mike Willis, in a lecture on The Influence of the Feminist 	  	 	            Movement, was teaching the importance of the husband's being the
	            head of the home when he said, "Husbands should emulate the self-
		sacrificing love of Jesus Christ, the head of the church, as the model
		for headship in the home."
	       c.  Wives should fulfill their responsibilities of love to their husbands and
		to their children.
		In speaking of the secular feminists call for state operated day care
		centers so the mothers are freed to follow a career, he said, "Many
		mothers have turned over the rearing of their children to some state
		agency, church day care, or relative or friend who serves as a baby
		sitter while mother works.  None of the institutions or individuals will
		provide the motherly love, guidance, and discipline that a natural 		parent will provide.  The influence of this concept of child-rearing will
		spill over into the church, resulting in an increasing number of 
		undisciplined and untaught children." 	
        C.  Paul Pearsall, psychiatrist, writes of "Laws of Lasting Love" as recorded in
	  the March issue of Reader's Digest.  
	  1.   He says that in times of crisis, we should be as one.
	        a. This applies to every area of our lives, whether it is with husbands 		and wives, parents and children, or Christians in a local church.
	        b. When forces are against us, we should fuse more tightly.
	        c. This is clearly evidenced in Acts when there was a persecution against
		the church.  Acts 3, 4, 7, 8.
	  2.   He says we should "take a loving look" at one another.
	        a.  Things change as we get older.
	        b.  Look for the positive in our mates, children, parents, brethren. 
	  3.   He says that we should "look out for no. 2."
	        a.  This is the principle of the love of the Christian.  Phil. 2:1-4, 5-8.

Conclusion
  I.  Are you increasing in your love in your family and in the church?
 II.  Do you love God enough to work diligently in the church?
III.  If you have never obeyed God, do you love Him enough to obey Him this
        morning?

  
Vine provides the following information on the two words:
	 Verbs.
    	 1. "agapao and the corresponding noun agape present "the characteristic 
	     word of Christianity, and since the Spirit of revelation has used it to 
	     express ideas previously unknown, inquiry into its use, whether in Greek 
	     literature or in the Septuagint, throws but little light upon its distinctive 
                 meaning in the NT. Cf, however, Lev. 19:18; Deut. 6:5.
	     "Agape and agapao are used in the NT (a) to describe the attitude of God 
                 toward His Son, John 17:26; the human race, generally, John 3:16; Rom. 
                 5:8, and to such as believe on the Lord Jesus Christ particularly John 	 	     14:21; (b) to convey His will to His children concerning their attitude one 	     toward another, John 13:34, and toward all men, 1 Thes. 3:12; 1 Cor. 	   	     16:14; 2 Pet. 1:7; (c) to express the essential nature of God, 1 John 4:8.
	     "Love can be known only from the actions it prompts. God's love is seen 
	     in the gift of His Son, 1 John 4:9,10. But obviously this is not the love of
	     complacency, or affection, that is, it was not drawn out by any excellency 
	     in its objects, Rom. 5:8. It was an exercise of the divine will in deliberate 
	     choice, made without assignable cause save that which lies in the nature of 
	     God Himself, Cf. Deut. 7:7,8.
	     "Love had its perfect expression among men in the Lord Jesus Christ, 
	     2 Cor. 5:14; Eph. 2:4; 3:19; 5:2; Christian love is the fruit of His Spirit in 
	     the Christian, Gal. 5:22.
	     "Christian love has God for its primary object, and expresses itself first of 	     all in implicit obedience to His commandments, John 14:15, 21,23; 15:10; 
	     1 John 2:5; 5:3; 2 John 6>. Selfwill, that is, self-pleasing, is the negation of 
	     love to God.
	     "Christian love, whether exercised toward the brethren, or toward men 
 	     generally, is not an impulse from the feelings, it does not always run with 
	     the natural inclinations, nor does it spend itself only upon those for whom 
	     some affinity is discovered. Love seeks the welfare of all, Rom. 15:2, and 
	     works no ill to any, 13:8-10; love seeks opportunity to do good to `all men, 
	     and especially toward them that are of the household of the faith,'
	     Gal. 6:10. See further 1 Cor. 13 and Col. 3:12-14."
  	     From Notes on Thessalonians, by Hogg and Vine, p. 105.
	     In respect of agapao as used of God, it expresses the deep and constant 
	     "love" and interest of a perfect Being towards entirely unworthy objects, 
	     producing and fostering a reverential "love" in them towards the Giver, 
 	     and a practical "love" towards those who are partakers of the same, and a 
 	     desire to help others to seek the Giver.
 	 2. phileo is to be distinguished from agapao in this, that phileo more 
	     nearly represents "tender affection." The two words are used for the 
	     "love" of the Father for the Son, John 3:35, and 5:20; for the believer,
	     14:21 and 16:27; both, of Christ's "love" for a certain disciple, 13:23, and 
	     20:2. Yet the distinction between the two verbs remains, and they are 
	     never used indiscriminately in the same passage; if each is used with 
	     reference to the same objects, as just mentioned, each word retains its 
	     distinctive and essential character.	
	     Phileo is never used in a command to men to "love" God; it is, however, 
	     used as a warning in 1 Cor. 16:22; agapao is used instead, e. g., Matt. 	  	     22:37; Luke 10:27; Rom. 8:28; 1 Cor. 8:3; 1 Pet. 1:8; 1 John 4:21. The 	 	     distinction between the two verbs finds a conspicuous instance in the 
  	     narrative of John 21:15-17. The context itself indicates that agapao in the 
	     first two questions suggests the "love" that values and esteems (cf. Rev. 
	     12:11). It is an unselfish "love," ready to serve. The use of phileo in 
	     Peter's answers and the Lord's third question, conveys the thought of 
	     cherishing the Object above all else, of manifesting an affection 
	     characterized by constancy, from the motive of the highest veneration. See 
 	     also Trench, Syn., Sec. xii.
	     Again, to "love" (phileo) life, from an undue desire to preserve it, 
	     forgetful of the real object of living, meets with the Lord's reproof, John
	     12:25. On the contrary, to "love" life (agapao) as used in 1 Pet. 3:10, is to 
 	     consult the true interests of living. Here the word phileo would be quite 
	     inappropriate.
	     Note: In Mark 12:38, KJV, thelo, "to wish," is translated "love" (RV,  	 	     "desire").
	 Nouns.
	 1. agape...is always rendered "love" in the RV where the KJV has charity," 
	     a rendering nowhere used in the RV; in Rom. 14:15, where the KJV has 
	     "charitably," the RV, adhering to the translation of the noun, has "in 
	     love."
	     Note: In the two statements in 1 John 4:8 and 16, "God is love," both are 
	     used to enjoin the exercise of "love" on the part of believers. While the 
	     former introduces a declaration of the mode in which God's love has been 
	     manifested vv. 9,10, the second introduces a statement of the 	 	 	     identification of believers with God in character, and the issue at the 
	     Judgment Seat hereafter v. 17, an identification represented ideally in the 
	     sentence "as He is, so are we in this world."
	 2. philanthropia denotes, lit., "love for man" (phileo and anthropos, 	 	 
	     "man"); hence, "kindness," Acts 28:2, in Titus 3:4, "(His) love toward 
	     man."# Cf. the adverb philanthropos, "humanely, kindly," Acts 27:3.#
	     Note: For philarguria, "love of money," 1 Tim. 6:10, see MONEY (love 
	     of). For philadelphia, see BROTHER, Note (1).
	     (from Vine's Expository Dictionary of Biblical Words)
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