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Married to Christ

Introduction

I. 	Marriage of men and women began with God’s bringing the         woman to man as his help meet for him.  Gen. 2:18-24.
II. 	When we see men and women married, we are impressed with the significance and responsibilities of marriage.
III. 		Even more significant than marriage to another for this life is the 	marriage that we should participate in which is for all eternity.
IV. 	 I am speaking of our marriage to Christ, and we shall give our 	attention to this marriage in our lesson today.

Body
 
I.   Through obedience to the gospel, we are married to Christ.
A. 	Paul had espoused or betrothed the Corinthians to Christ.        II Cor. 11:2.
1. 	Paul had preached the gospel to the Corinthians, and many “hearing believed, and were baptized.” Acts 18:8.
a. 	This obedience is required for salvation.  Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38; 22:16; Gal. 3:26-27.
b. 	Through this obedience, sinners become new creatures in Christ Jesus.  II Cor. 5:17.
B. 	Just as a bride should be pure at the time she is married to her husband (who should also be pure), so Christians are to be pure upon presentation to Christ.  II Cor. 11:1-4.
1. 	Paul is warning the Corinthians lest they leave the teaching which he had given and turn to a corrupted gospel.
2. 	He is using “foolishness” to stress that they would be  wrong in following or “bearing with” those with “a different gospel.”
3. 	A similar argument had been made to the Galatians.      Gal. 1:6-8.
4. 	It is clear, then, that we remain pure doctrinally as we follow the teaching of Christ, but if we go beyond the teaching of Christ we “have” neither the Father nor the Son.  II Jn. 9.
5. 	Moral purity is also required of the Christians who make up the church.  I Cor. 6:9-11; Col. 3:1-17.






II. 	The relationships of the husband and wife and Christ and the church are compared.  Eph. 5:22-33.
A. 	Jesus loved the church enough to die for it.  Eph. 5:25;          Acts 20:28.
1. 	This example is the example for the husband with regard to the wife.
2. 	The wife shows her appreciation for the love of the husband by her respect and submission.
B. 	Christ expects the church to be “without spot or wrinkle.”  5:27.
1. 	This is the way He expects the church to be now.
2. 	Our lives in the church must be kept pure and without spot if we are to remain in the “bride” of Christ.

Conclusion

I. 	One day, when time is no more, Jesus will come back for His own.  II Thess. 1:7-9.
II. 	The church (God’s people) is pictured “coming down out of heaven from God, made ready as a bride adorned for her husband.”  Rev. 21:2.
III. 	It is then that all of the trials of this earth will seem as nothing.    II Cor. 4:16-18.
IV. 	Are you ready to be joined to Christ this morning?
V. 	You will never make a more important decision than to be obedient to the gospel so that you will be a part of the bride of Christ for ever and ever.  Come to Christ today!
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