"Our Outward Man is Decaying"
 
Introduction
   I.  The telephone rang, and I answered. 
        A.  "Who is this?" the voice said.
	  1.  I hesitated a second and answered,  "This is David Arnold."
	  2.  The voice said, "I've called somebody, but I don't remember who
	       I called." 
	  3.  I thought I might help by asking what number she had called.
	  4.  She responded with a number that was greatly different from my 
	       number, so I knew she hadn't made a slip of the finger.
	  5.  She then apologized for the wrong number.
	  6.  Thinking that she might be having some problem, I asked if I could help
	       her, but she replied, "No, I've just called someone, but don't know who
	       I've called.  That's what we do when we get old."
	  7.  Concluding that she had no major problem that I could help her with, we
	       each said, "Good-bye."
        B.  This exemplifies the topic of this lesson:  "Our outward man is decaying."  
	  1.  You, no doubt, see this process in yourself.
	  2.  If you are not at that point in life you see it in your parents and others.
  II.  The apostle clearly declares that man's physical life is temporary.  II Cor.4:16.
 III.  I want you to carefully study with me some of the scriptural teaching that
        pertains to this physical life and how we should prepare for the life to come.

Body	

   I.  Our earthly, or outward man, truly is temporary.  II Cor. 4:16.
        A.  It is said that automobiles are manufactured with built in obsolescence.
	  1.  Cars are built so that we become dissatisfied with them after a few years
	       and want to buy a new one.
	  2.  Even though we are driving vehicles that are two-to-ten, or so, years old,  	       most of us are probably experiencing that "built-in" obsolescence.
        B.  Similar to our cars, our earthly existence is headed to the graveyard.  
	  1.  It is appointed unto man to die.  Heb. 9:27.
	  2.  Our few days are as a shadow.  Job. 14:1, 2.
	  3.  Our life is as grass.  Jas. 1:9, 10; I Pet. 1:24.
	  4.  Our lives are as a vapor.  James. 4:14.
	  5.  Adam was reminded that he was of the dust and that unto the dust would
	       he return.  Gen. 3:17-19.
        C.  We have no choice in the matter.
	  1.  We may prolong our days by taking care of ourselves.
	  2.  But we shall die.
	  3.  We, indeed, may not live to the threescore years and ten.  Ps. 90:1-10.
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  II.  Since this life is brief and uncertain, we should prepare for the life to come.
        A.  We should be renewing the inward man.  II Cor. 4:16.
	  1.  We should be looking at the things that are not seen which are eternal
	       in contrast with the things that are seen.  II Cor. 4:17, 18.
	  2.  We should be transformed through the renewing of our minds.  
	       Rom. 12:1, 2.
	  3.  We should look unto Jesus the author and perfecter of our faith.  
	       Heb. 12:1, 2.
        B.  We must remember that there is another life after this life is over.  
	  II Cor. 5:1-10.
	  1.  The next life, for the faithful to God, will be greatly in contrast to the
	       life that we are in now.  Vss. 1-8.
	  2.  We must make pleasing God our aim. Vs. 9.
	  3.  We should prepare for the judgment.  Vs. 10.
	       a.  We must be new creatures in Christ Jesus.  II Cor. 5:17.
	       b.  We become new creatures through the new or spiritual birth.
		John 3:3-6; 6:63; Acts 2:38; Rom. 6:3, 4.

Conclusion

   I.  Consider your life.
        A.  Yesterday Janice and I attended the funeral of Sister Jane Head, aunt of
	  Sister Nancy Hutcheson.  She was 101 years old.
        B.  Two weeks ago there was the sad death of Jack Kelton, 80 years old.
        C.  We were saddened last Sunday to know that Chuck Fletcher's best friend, 
	  about 19 years old, had died of cardiac arrest.
  II.  Consider your life.  
        1.  None of us has assurance of another day.
        2.  We do have today and by obedience can prepare for the life to come.
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