


Reasons Why You Should Want To Save A Relative or Friend
Introduction
I. 	Last Sunday we considered the lesson:  “So you would like to save a person?”
A. 	If salvation means anything to us, then surely we desire to save others.
B. 	We should be most interested in saving those who are our relatives and friends.
II. 	In the last lesson we considered ways by which we might lead another person to the salvation that is “in Christ Jesus.”
A. 	We must become aware of those who are lost, beginning with our own family members.
B. 	We must look to the world around us to find those who need salvation.
C. 	We must “look to the fields,” pray for harvesters and for the lost, follow the good examples of others who are teaching other people, support the local church so as to be able to reach others, and we should teach those whom we have the opportunity to teach.
III. In this lesson let us consider the reasons why we desire to save a relative or friend.
Body	

I. 	We want them to be saved so that they may be happy and rejoice.
A. 	Those saved in the book of Acts rejoiced following conversion.  Acts 8:39; 16:34.
B. 	Christians are taught to rejoice as they experience the peace that passes understanding.  Phil. 4:4-7.
1. 	In salvation, all of the sins of ones life are removed from ones record, and God forgets them.  Acts 2:38; 3:19; 22:16; Heb. 8:8-12.
2. 	If you have experienced the wonderful blessing of having all your sins removed, surely you want the same for your family and friends.

II. 	We want our friends and relatives to avoid the place of eternal torment.
A. 	The rich man, who had experienced the temporary punishment prior to the judgment, did not want his brothers to go to the same place. Luke 16:19-31.  See vss. 27-31.
B. 	The wicked and slothful servants are cast “into the outer darkness:  there shall be the weeping and the gnashing of teeth.”  Matt. 25:26-30.
C. 	Ultimately sinners enter “into eternal punishment.”  Matt. 25:46.
D. 	The place of torment if filled with all evil.  Rev. 21:8.
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III. 	We want our relatives and friends to be with God and the righteous in heaven.
A. 	Christians have our citizenship in heaven.  Phil. 3:20-22.
B. 	Later we shall be like Jesus.  I John 3:1-3.
C. 	Our inheritance is reserved in heaven.  I Peter 1:3-5.

  Conclusion
I. 	We must all understand the reasons why we seek to save our relatives and friends.
A. 	They can rejoice now.
B. 	They can avoid the eternal punishment.
C. 	They can enjoy heaven.
II. 	Let each of us do what we can to save the lost, beginning with our relatives and friends.
III. 	All Christians must bear burdens (Gal. 6:1, 2, 5), but these burdens do not compare with the burdens of sin.
IV. 	Save yourself through obedience.  Acts 2:37-40.
V. 	Save others through your example and teaching.  I Tim. 4:14-16.
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