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So You Think You Have Problems!

Introduction

I. 	Life is sometimes lived in the valleys with little sunshine, and it’s sometimes lived in the bright light and the view from the mountain top.
A. 	One can often not fully comprehend the beauty of the mountain top unless he has lived in the valley.
B. 	Janice and I have been so blessed with good jobs and with good health and the good health of our children and grand children!
C. 	We have not had the distresses that some have had and who have lived with them so courageously.
D. 	Some of you may think that you have had more than your share of problems in this life, and you may be correct in this conclusion.
II. 	   When I see and hear of others who have had such severe health 	or financial problems, who have been abused by alcoholic 	parents, or who have had other major problems in life, I realize 	how blessed and yet how unworthy am I.
III. 	 Upon considering some of the great Bible characters, I am 	reminded of the concept sometimes heard, “So you think you 	have problems!”

Body
 
I. 	Several examples in the Bible reveal how some endured so much even though they were doing right, but Joseph comes to our minds.
A. 	Joseph is a great example of one who was faithful in the face of much opposition.
1. 	Joseph received special favor from his father, and this led to enmity from his brothers.  Gen. 37:1-4.
2. 	Joseph had two dreams which also added to the brothers’ resentment.  Gen. 37:5-11.
a. 	When Joseph went to see how the brothers were doing, they plotted his death.  Gen. 37:12-20.
b. 	Reuben interceded for Joseph, suggesting that they put him in a pit, planning to deliver him.                Gen. 37:21-24.
c. 	While Reuben was away, the other brothers sold Joseph to some Midianites for twenty pieces of silver.              Gen. 37:25-28.
d. 	The brothers planned a deception to imply Joseph had been killed.  Gen. 37:29-35.
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e. 	The Midianites sold Joseph to Potiphar, an officer of the Pharaoh.  Gen. 37:36.
B. 	Joseph seemed to be prospering as the servant of Potiphar 	until Potiphar’s wife falsely accused him.  Gen. 39:1-20.
1. 	Even in prison, God blessed him.  Gen. 39:21-23.
2. 	He correctly interpreted the dreams of his fellow prisoners, the butler and the baker for the Pharaoh.   Gen. 40:1-23.
a. 	The butler, who was restored to his position, forgot to speak well of Joseph, so he remained in prison.      Gen. 40:23.
b. 	After the Pharaoh had a dream, the butler remembered Joseph who interpreted the dream, and he was restored to a position of importance.           Gen. 41:1-57.
C. 	After all this, Joseph was still saddened by the separation 	from his family and the continuing deception of his brothers 	until he was finally reunited with his father.  Gen. 42:1-46:34.  
        D. Joseph was not overcome by his problems, but overcame 	them and is truly a great example for us.

II. 	  Christians are taught to be faithful in the face of trials and 	troubles.
A. 	The exhortation to the Hebrews may be appropriate for us today.  Heb. 12:1-13.
B. 	Our trials should make us stronger.  James 1:2-11.
C. 	We are not to be weary in well doing as we try to help others with their needs, both spiritual and material.  Gal. 6:1-10.
D. 	Jesus is our example.  I Peter 2:18-25.

Conclusion

I. 	You and I will surely have times when we are in the valley of discouragement, but if we are faithful to God, we will ultimately be in the eternal light of God’s love.  Rev. 2:10b.
II. 	Let Joseph be our example.
III. 	Let us help you bear your burdens.  Gal. 6:2.
IV. 	If you have not yet obeyed the gospel, do so today.  Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38.
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