

Tears—Wiped Away
Introduction
I. 	Few of us can say that we have not shed tears.
A. 	As little children we do or did shed tears when we were scared, disappointed, lonely or injured.
B. 	As we got older, we may have shed tears for some of the same reasons including the loss of friendship of a boy- or girl-friend.
C. 	Those who are older may have shed tears over our children because of sickness or misbehavior or because we lost loved ones.
D. 	We’ve probably shed tears in sympathy for others.  (Rom. 12:15).
E. 	We have shed tears of joy because of the good things we have seen in our own lives or the lives of others.  (Rom. 12:15).
II. 	Tears are often evidence of problems in the lives of mankind.
III. 	 For our lesson today, we will consider some of the instances tears are spoken
          of in the Bible.
Body	

I. 	Tears were mentioned several times in the Old Testament.
A. 	God heard Hezekiah’s prayer, observed his tears and healed him of his disease.  II Kings 20:1-6; (Vs. 6); Isa. 38:5.
B. 	The psalmists wrote often of tears.
1. 	David made his bed wet with his tears and spoke of them as he prayed 
to God.  Psalms 6:1-10; 39:1-13 (Vs. 12): 56:1-13.  (Vs. 8).
         2.  Another psalmist regarded his tears as meat.  Psalms 42:1-11.  (Vs. 3).
3.  Asaph perceived the tears of Israel as evidence of God’s lack of favor for 
	        Israel.  Psalms 80:1-19.  (Vs. 5).
4. 	A psalmist realized that God’s blessings delivered him from tears.     
Psalms 116:1-19.  (Vs. 8).
5. 	The tears of sowing can be replaced with the joy of harvest.               
Psalms 126:1-6.  (Vs. 5).
B. 	The prophets spoke of tears.
1. 	Moab was to be watered with tears.  Isa. 16:6-14.  (Vs. 9).
2. 	Israel would have its tears wiped away.  Isa. 25:6-8.
3. 	Jeremiah, the weeping prophet often spoke of tears.  Jer. 9:1, 18; 13:17; 14:17; 31:16; Lam. 1:2;  2:11, 18.
4. 	In Malachi’s day the wickedness of the people had covered the altar with tears so that God would not accept their sacrifices.  Mal. 2:13.
C. 	Paul shed tears in his service to God.  Acts 20:18b-31; II Cor. 2:1-4.
D. 	Timothy had shed tears.  II Tim. 1:3-4.
E. 	Jesus shed tears for us.  Heb. 5:7-9.
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II. 	As we make application of this lesson for us, we should remember that tears are shed for different reasons.
A. 	They might be shed as in the case of Moab and Israel because we have sinned.  
1.  If so, we should repent and turn to God.  
B. 	Tears might be shed because of our deep interest in others.  Rom. 12:15.
C. 	Tears may be shed because of pain and suffering.  
1. 	If so, pray for God’s blessings.  James 5:13.

III. 	We must remember the promise of God to those who are faithful.
A. 	Those who had great tribulation on earth had their tears wiped away by God.  Rev. 7:9-17.
B. 	He will wipe our tears away.  Rev. 21:1-7.  (Vs. 4).

Conclusion
I. 	Your tears can turn into joy if you are faithful to God.
II. 	Upon hearing the Lord welcome us into His eternal home, the tears shed because of loneliness, rejection, pain, disappointment and for any other cause will be wiped away.
A. 	Think of the times when your parent or child wiped away a tear from your eye.
B. 	So will the Lord wipe away any tears that may remain upon our faces when we come before Him as His approved children.
III. 	Remember, though, that Jesus is the author of eternal salvation to the obedient.
Heb. 5:9.
A.  If you have not become a child of God, do so.  Gal. 3:26-27; Heb. 5:9.
B.  We will rejoice with you upon your obedience.
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