


The Church Which Jesus Built

Introduction

I. 	Two weeks ago we thought about the possibility of the local churches’ being          missing.
A. 	Would it really matter to you?
B. 	Would you just stop going or attend a denomination?
C. 	I hope neither of these would be your response.
II. 	When Jesus promised to build the church, He gave Peter the keys to the kingdom of heaven, showing that the church is the kingdom.  Matt. 16:18-19.
III. Today, I’d like for us to study some things about the church which Jesus built. 

Body

I.    The church, or kingdom, was the subject of  prophecy.
A. 	Daniel told Nebuchadnezzar that there would be three world powers, after the Babylonian, and that in the days of the kings of the last world power God would set up a kingdom which would never be destroyed.  Dan. 2:44.
B. 	Jesus promised that the kingdom would come during the lives of those living in the first century.  Mark 9:1.
1. 	The kingdom would come with power.
2. 	Jesus talked with the apostles about the kingdom during the forty days following his resurrection.  Acts 1:3.
3. 	Jesus then told the apostles that they would receive power when the Holy Spirit came upon them.  Acts 1:4-5.
4. 	The Holy Spirit came upon the apostles on Pentecost, a few days after Jesus’ ascension.  Acts 2:1-4.
5. 	Thus the kingdom, or church, was established on this Pentecost, which was on the first day of the week.      

II.   Let us consider two figures used in the scriptures to describe the church. 
A. 	The church is the bride of Christ.
1. 	Paul engaged the Corinthians to one husband, Christ.  II Cor. 11:2.
2. 	The love of husband and wife is to be comparable to the love of Christ for the church.  Eph. 5:22-33.
a. 	Jesus is head of the church.  Vs. 23.
b. 	The church is subject to Christ.  Vs. 24.
c. 	Jesus gave up His life for the church.  Vs. 25-27; Acts 20:28.
d. 	Jesus’ manner of dealing with the church teaches husbands how they must treat their wives.
e. 	Wives must be subject to their husbands, and the church must be subject to Christ.  Vs. 22.  (Eph. 5:21).
B. 	The church is the family of God.  I Tim. 3:14-15.
1. 	God is the Father.  Rom. 1:7; I  Cor. 1:3; 8:1-6; Eph. 4:4-6.
2. 	We are children.  Rom. 8:12-16; 9:26; Gal. 3:26-27; I John 3:1-2, 9-10.
3. 	We are to be imitators of God.  Eph. 5:1-2.
4. 	We must love our brethren.  I John 5:1-2.
5. 	We are heirs of God.  Rom. 8:16-17.
6. 	Let us consider our spiritual brothers and sisters.  Heb. 10:24.
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Conclusion

I. 	Are you truly thankful that you are in the church of Christ?
II. 	Will you help build it up?
III. 	Will you follow Jesus, its head, without question? 
IV. 	One day Jesus will deliver up the kingdom to His Father.  I Cor. 15:20-26.
A. 	On that day will you be an active subject of the kingdom, an active member of the body of Christ, a faithful child of God?
B. 	Or will you be on the fringes of these relationships just hoping that you will be accepted?
V.  Come, be a part of the spiritual body of Christ.
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