




The Second Coming of Christ
 
Introduction
    I.  Those of you who are parents know the wonders of giving life to another.
         A.  You know the great love which you have for your children.
         B.  You have great expectations for them and seek their welfare.
  II.  God had created angels who loved and served Him, but He desired to have       
        beings to be His children.
        A.  He created man, a little lower than angels, and gave him charge over all of
	  creation.  Gen. 1:26-28; 2:15-25.
        B.  The Psalmist recognized man's greatness.  Ps. 8:3-9.
        C.  The Holy Spirit affirmed that not all things had been subjected to man.
	  Heb. 2:5-8.
	  1.  Jesus came to enable man to overcome the effects of death.  Heb. 2:8-10.
	  2.  Men, through obedience,  become the children of God.  Gal. 3:26, 27.
 III.  Our citizenship is in heaven, and the ultimate victory comes to the faithful 
         children of God when the Savior comes back for us.  Phil. 3:20, 21.
  IV.  By the phrase "the second coming of Christ," we mean the final actions of 
         Christ with regard to this earthly sphere.
  


Body	

    I.  Jesus will come again.  Acts 1:9-11; Heb. 9:27-28.
        A.  He will come to raise the dead.
	  1.  Jesus will descend with a shout, the voice of the archangel and the trump
	       of God to raise the righteous dead.  I Thess. 4:13-18; Jn 6:38-40, 44, 54.
	  2.  At this same time the unrighteous dead will also be raised.  Jn. 5:28, 29.
        B.  After His coming to raise the dead, Jesus will deliver up His rule over the 
	  kingdom of God to the Father.  I Cor. 15:20-28.
	  1.  Jesus now reigns on David's throne at the right hand of God.  
	       Acts 2:22-36; Matt. 28:18; Eph. 1:20-23; I Pet. 3:22; Col. 1:13.
	  2.  He will continue to rule until He has destroyed man's last enemy.
	       I Cor. 15:25.
        C.  Jesus' coming will bring an end to this earthly system.  II Pet. 3:1-10.
	  1.  The heavens and the earth are stored up for fire.  II Pet. 3:7.
	  2.  This will be the "day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men."
	       II Pet. 3:7; Acts 17:30, 31.
	  3.  The day will come as a thief.  II Pet. 3:10.
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  II.  Recognizing that this earthly system will end, how should we respond to earthly
        things?  II Pet. 3:11, 12.
        A.  The last earthly race and sports activity will have been completed.
	  1.  What will these earthly activities matter?
	  2.  It will matter as to whether or not we have run the spiritual race and
	       have won.  II Tim. 4:7, 8.
        B.  The last bank account will have ended.
	  1.  What difference will it make as to what is in your account?
              2.  The important thing to us will be whether or not we have laid up 
	       treasure in heaven.  Matt. 6:19, 20.
        C.  The last degree will have been granted.
	  1.  What difference will it make then whether we have been educated in 
	       earthly wisdom?
	  2.  It will matter greatly as to whether we have known God and His word.
	       Jn. 17:3; I Jn . 2:3.
        D.  The last gospel lesson will have been taught.
	  1.  What difference will it make if we have taught others?
	  2.  We will have saved ourselves and others.  I Tim. 4:16; Jas. 5:19, 20;
	       Gal. 6:1, 2.

Conclusion

   I.  Jesus will come again to raise the dead, destroy this material universe, and, at
        this time, He will deliver up the kingdom to the Father.  
  II.  If we have been faithful children of God, we can look forward to the new 
        heavens and the new earth.  II Pet. 3:13.
        A.  Just as earthly parents desire good for their children, so does God desire
	  man's good.  II Pet. 3:9.
        B.  In reality, nothing else that we have done will be important when Jesus
	  returns.  I Cor. 15:58.
III.  Those who are children of God should determine to be more faithful.
IV.  Those who have not obeyed the gospel should do so.  
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